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The John Brown Legend in Pictures 
Kissing the Negro Baby 


James C. MALIn 


ERO-WORSHIP fulfills a popular need among all peoples, and 
few would question the place of Washington and Lincoln among 
the heroes of the American people. The status of John Brown pre- 
sents a different problem, because around few personalities has 
more bitter controversy been waged, yet to a large portion of the 
nation he is the Old Hero, and no more specific label is necessary. 
Regardless of the disputes relative to his merits, the student of 
national folklore is interested particularly in examining the proc- 
esses by which so dubious a character came to be accepted as 
heroic. Well known are the arguments of the biographers and con- 
troversialists, and the story of how the John Brown song became 
the marching song of the union armies. Effective, but scarcely rec- 
ognized in the process of popularization, is the function of pictures. 
At the time of the execution of John Brown at Charlestown, 
Va., December 2, 1859, the Quaker poet Whittier wrote the lines 
which gave widest currency to the story that inspired the three pic- 
tures reproduced here—John Brown kissing the negro baby. Prior 
to 1857 Nathaniel Currier published lithographs over his own name, 
but thereafter the firm was known as Currier and Ives. Altogether 
more than six thousand titles of their prints are known. The sub- 
jects were selected from scenes and incidents of everyday life. 
Authorities on art insist that they have little or no artistic value; 
that the coloring was violent and crude; but the student of American 
life esteems them highly, because they represent so fully the tastes 
and interests of the common man of the third quarter of the nine- 
teenth century. If they are deficient in those qualities which the art 
critic deems essential, that fact merely reflects the cultural tastes of 
the class of people who liked and bought them. 

In 1863 Currier and Ives published a colored lithograph entitled 
simply “John Brown,” and subtitled “Meeting the slave-mother and 
her child on the steps of Charlestown jail on his way to execution.” 
The publishers seem to have felt the necessity of explaining the 
picture even more fully by the statement at the bottom of the sheet 
that “The artist has represented Capt. Brown regarding with a look 
of compassion a slave-mother and child who obstructed the pass- 
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age on his way to the scaffold. Capt. Brown stooped and kissed 
the child—then met his fate. From the original painting by Louis 
Ransom.” ! It should be noted that a number of symbolical features 
are incorporated into the picture: the Virginia flag with the motto 
“Sic Semper Tyrannis”; a figure representing “The Spirit of ’76”; 
and at the lower left-hand corner a statue of justice blindfolded, 
arm broken off, the fragments and the scales lying at her feet. In 
1870 the print was reissued, having been redrawn in simplified 
form—omitting all extraneous matter—just the resplendent mili- 
tary officer, the mother and child, and over all, John Brown. During 
the seven years intervening between the first and second prints the 
“John Brown Legend” had been growing apace, and the title was 
elaborated to read “John Brown—The Martyr.” 

The third of the pictures is an oil painting by Thomas Hovenden 
(1840-1895), a European-trained artist who belongs to the school 
of photographic realism in American art.? It was painted in 1881 
for Robbins Battell and given by his daughter, Mrs. Carl Stoeckel, 
to the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, 1897. A replica 
owned by Albert Rosenthal was shown at the National Academy 
of Design in 1925.8 In composition the Hovenden painting is quite 
different from the others of the series, avoiding the symbolism of 
the first, and the posed tableau effect of both. In the spirit of real- 
ism, it reproduced a supposed historic scene with a fidelity ap- 
proaching a news camera, but notwithstanding the number of per- 
sons present, John Brown dominates. The appeal is direct and 
simple, and required no explanation—he is shown in the act of kiss- 
ing the negro baby. 

If it were possible the historian would wish the poem and the 
pictures to stand as history, but truth does not permit. On the day 
of Brown’s execution soldiers were drawn up in lines on either side 
of the road to the scaffold. Rumors were afloat of plans for a rescue. 
No chances were taken. The public was excluded from any possible 
direct contact with the prisoner. The baby-kissing episode appeared 
in the New York Tribune, December 5, 1859, with a Harper’s Ferry 
date line of December 3. Whittier’s poem was printed in the New 
York Independent, December 22, and was reprinted widely. Had 
he been in a critical frame of mind at the time he would have rec- 
ognized the impossibility of the story, as descriptions of the execu- 
1. No biographical data on Louis Ransom have been found. 


2. Walter Pach, ‘‘Thomas Hovenden,” in Dictionary of American Biography. 


3. Letter from the secretary’s office, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, to the author, 
July 26, 1939. 
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BROWN OF OSAWATOMIE 
By JoHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER 


John Brown of Osawatomie spake on his dying day: 

“T will not have to shrive my soul a priest in Slavery’s pay. 

But let some poor slave-mother whom I have striven to free, 
With her children, from the gallows-stair put up a prayer for me!” 


John Brown of Osawatomie, they led him out to die; 

And lo! a poor slave-mother with her little child pressed nigh 

Then the bold, blue eye grew tender, and the old, harsh face grew 
mild, 

As he stooped between the jeering ranks and kissed the negro’s 


child! 


The shadows of his stormy life that moment fell apart; 

And they who blamed the bloody hand forgave the loving heart 
That. kiss from all its guilty means redeemed the good intent, 
And round the grisly fighter’s hair the martyr’s aureole bent! 


The portion of the poem printed here is from the revised version as it 
appears in the Cambridge and Riverside editions of Whittier’s poems rhe 
original version drew sever criticism from William Lloyd Garrison in his 
Liberator, January 13, 1860, where it was reprinted. The second line of the 
third stanza read: Without the rash and bloody hand, within the loving 
heart.” Whether the change came from Garrison's criticism or not, the later 
reading was a decided improvement and softened the nguage well, 
































“JOHN BROWN” 


A reproduction of a Currier & Ives lithograph (1863) from the collections 
of the Library of Congress. 























“JOHN BROWN—THE MARTYR” 


A reproduction of another Currier & Ives lithograph (1870) from the 
collections of the Library of Congress. 




















“LAST MOMENTS OF JOHN BROWN” 


A reproduction of the Hovenden painting (1881) in the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, New York. 
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tion had explained the stationing of the troops. But Whittier was a 
poet, the story was ideally suited to the purpose, and to be true to 
type, the kind of Abolition hero-martyr being created by the 
“Legend” makers probably should have taken his leave in this 
manner. James Redpath used the baby-kissing episode in his 
biography of John Brown issued early in January, 1860. In later 
years two different newspaper men, telling conflicting stories, con- 
fessed to having participated in the hoax as printed in the Tribune.* 
The effectiveness of the propaganda is registered nevertheless in the 
fact that it is the fable rather than the truth which became a per- 
manent part of the popular national heritage. 


4. William Sloane Kennedy, John G. Whittier, The Poet of Freedom (New York, Funk 
& Wagnalls Co., 1892), p 340- 243. This book should not be confused with an earlier 
biography by the same aut! ‘or, issued in a revised edition (New York, Derby and Miller) in 
1892. A list of citations to the newspaper controversy over the baby- kissing episode is to be 
ound in T. F. Currier, A Bibliography of John Greenleaf Whittier (Cambridge, Harvard Uni- 
versity Press, 19387). 





A Little Satire on Emigrant Aid 


Amasa Soule and the Descandum Kansas Improvement 
Company 
Russet, K. HickMAn 


HE debate of 1854 over the Kansas-Nebraska measure aroused 
a furore throughout the country, and nowhere was the storm 
more violent than in New England. Extreme exasperation in that 
section with the “violation of a sacred pledge” in the Missouri com- 
promise was a major factor in the launching, in the spring of the 
year, of the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Company, and later of 
its successor, the New England Emigrant Aid Company. It was 
followed by a great host of organizations along similar lines, all with 
the immediate objective of “doing something” to put a quick stop 
to the onward march of the “slave power.”” Horace Greeley did his 
part in the New York Tribune to broadcast information concerning 
the new movement, while Henry Ward Beecher called upon all good 
men to resist the spread of the monster—slavery. Ministers of the 
gospel in large numbers throughout the New England states received 
the Emigrant Aid Company as a promising means toward the goal 
of freedom, and used their pulpits to promote the cause. 

In July and August, 1854, when the first emigrant groups left for 
Kansas, under the auspices of the Aid Company, a great fanfare in 
the public press marked their progress toward the frontier. It was 
often stated that the company would be able to greatly help its emi- 
grants in winning the soil of Kansas for the cause of freedom, as it 
was reputed to be a powerful organization of great resources. When 
the emigrant parties arrived on the border, however, they found 
things to be pretty much in a state of nature, and many were often 
greatly disappointed. This was particularly true of those who ar- 
rived in considerable numbers in the fall of the year, with high ex- 
pectations concerning the preparations for their comfort by the com- 
pany. That organization had made notable efforts toward this end, 
but was handicapped by a lack of time. Unfortunately its agents, 
in their eagerness to obtain emigrants, had enlisted many New 
Englanders or Easterners who were either fundamentally unfitted 
or unwilling to undergo the hard life of the frontier. When such 
persons arrived on the Kansas border, and realized that they must 
carve out their own homesteads by the “sweat of their brow,” they 
often beat a hasty retreat to their more hospitable homeland. A 
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crescendo of unfriendly criticism then arose in New England and the 
East against the Emigrant Aid Company.' 

With its mixture of climax and anticlimax, it was quite natural 
that 1854 should witness a burlesque upon the Kansas mania then 
prevalent. Of such a nature was the Descandum? Kansas Improve- 
ment Company, which was founded early in November, at a meeting 
at Chelsea, Mass. The chief purpose of this organization was to 
enable its treasurer and chaplain, the “Reverend” Amasa Soule,® to 
visit “Kansas and other places,” in order to “civilize and otherwise 
astonish the inhabitants” by the “use of words, as stupendous and 
vast as the immensity of the country where they reside.”* The 
members of the organization advanced $100 toward his expenses, 
with the hope that he would overawe all whom he met “with the 
largest words known to lexicography or otherwise.” The constitu- 
tion which was adopted at this time provided that the annual meet- 
ing was to be held just before the treasurer left for Kansas, and made 
Soule perpetual treasurer.5 

Amasa Soule left Boston November 7, 1854, apparently with 
Jerome B. Taft’s company under Emigrant Aid auspices. After a 
slow trip up the treacherous Missouri, the party traveled overland 
from Kansas City to Lawrence, where they arrived November 22. 
Soule found this place to be a collection of “some fifty huts of 
different sizes,” * offering poor accommodations for new arrivals, 


1. Such complaints were particularly numerous in the early winter of 1854-1855, due to 
the number that returned to the East. In all justice to the Emigrant Aid Company, however, 
it should be pointed out that no other organization did as much to smooth the way for the 
settler. In the years after 1854 it was better prepared to receive settlers. The plan of artifi- 
cially promoting emigration from the North had pronounced effects on the Missouri border. 
The emigration of large, organized groups led to the circulation of wild rumors that the aid 
companies were transporting the off-scourings of Eastern cities to Kansas, probably to vote in 
the territorial elections, and the return of the “dupes” seemed to corroborate the worst fears 
of the frontiersmen. The staking of claims in advance of the “Abolition horde,” and par- 
ticipation in the Kansas elections were then regarded as natural measures of self-defense by the 
citizens of western Missouri. 

2. The term Descandum is probably a corruption of the word descant, which may be de- 
fined as meaning to discourse fully and at large. As a cure-all for the Kansas troubles, talk 
was perhaps the thing least needed, which makes the burlesque all the more appropriate. 

8. The term “Reverend” is probably used here in a humorous sense.—Proceedings of the 
first annual meeting at Chelsea, November 1, 1854, Chelsea (Mass.) Telegraph and Pioneer, 
November 4, in the “Thomas H. Webb Scrap Books” (library of Kansas State Historical 
Society), v. II, p. 7. The family biographies of Amasa Soule, and his son, Silas Stillman, make 
no mention of the elder Soule as a minister of the gospel. Amasa Soule was born at Wool- 
wich, Maine, in 1804. Due to the death of his father, he became a cooper’s apprentice while 
still very young, and attended evening school at the same time. Soule moved to Bath, Maine, 
where in 1831 he married Sophia Lowe. He later moved to Freeport, Maine, and about 1850 
to Chelsea, Mass. (Manuscript biography, probably written by a daughter, Emily N. Soule, 
or Annie J. Prentis.) 

4. Quoting from the proceedings, which are given on p. 845. The Descandum docu- 
ments may be intended primarily as a take-off upon Soule, rather than the Kansas mania. 

OR eee entitled ‘“‘Descandum Kansas Improvement Company—Constitution.” See 
p. 84€. 

6. Letter of Soule, dated Lawrence, November 25, 1854, in the Chelsea Telegraph and 
Pioneer, clipped in ‘Webb Scrap Books,” v. II, p. 61. (See pp. 346-349.) 

7. Ibid. 
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particularly in inclement weather, and he blamed the Emigrant Aid 
Company for promoting a false impression as to the new settlement. 
Soule arrived at a time when the dispute concerning the Lawrence 
townsite was at its height, with a scramble in progress for good 
claims in the vicinity. He was much impressed by the prevalence of 
the “grab game,” and the “jumping” of claims, and drifted south- 
ward some eight miles to the cabin of Stephen Ogden, an early 
emigrant from Massachussetts, near Coal creek. Soule took a claim 
here and built a log cabin in the timber near the creek, where he 
was joined in the fall of 1855 by his wife and children. In 1856 the 
entire family suffered from chills and fever, and Soule’s wife and 
daughters returned to Maine, where they remained three years.® 

In 1855 Soule became a member of the Palmyra town company, 
which later granted land for the founding of Baker University.® 
He was an ardent Abolitionist and admirer of William Lloyd Gar- 
rison, and likewise a strong advocate of temperance and reform in 
general.” He supported the Free-State cause and later became 
a member of the Republican party, serving as a delegate from Doug- 
las county to the Leavenworth constitutional convention of 1858.1? 
In December, 1859, he was elected from the eighth district (Douglas 


and Johnson counties) to the legislature of the new state govern- 
ment to be organized under the Wyandotte constitution.’* Un- 
fortunately, Soule never lived to see the actual admission of Kansas 
into the union. He died in September, 1860, and the state legislature 
to which he had been elected did not convene until March, 1861."* 

The sending of Soule to Kansas appears to have been the only 
activity of the Descandum Kansas Improvement Company. Moti- 


8. Manuscript biography of Silas Stillman Soule, probably written by a woman member 
of the family. 


9. A. T. Andreas, History of Kansas, p. 355. 

10. Manuscript biography of Amasa Soule. 

11. Andreas, op. cit., p. 168. 

12. D. W. Wilder, Annals of Kansas 1886, p. 289. 


13. A son, Silas Stillman Soule, distinguished himself for his part in the rescue of Dr. 
John Doy, and for a similar attempt to rescue John Brown’s associates from the prison at 
Harper’s Ferry. Silas Soule took an active part in the struggles in Kansas, and kept the camp 
in the best of humor with song and story, and his unusual power of imitation of Irish and 

n characters. In 1860 he joined the rush to Pikes Peak, and later he was an officer in 
a Colorado regiment. While in this position he refused to obey the order of Colonel Chiving- 
ton to join in the massacre of a band of Arapahoe and Cheyenne Indians at Sand creek in 
November, 1864. Early in 1865 he became acting provost marshal of Colorado. Soon after 
this Soule was killed, perhaps because of his refusal to codperate with the military authorities. 
—MS. biography, written by the Soule family. (See the biography of Edward Wanshear 
Wynkoop, Kansas Historical Collections, v. XIII, pp. 76-77.) 

William L. G. Soule, another son of Amasa, was city marshal of Lawrence at the time of 
the Quantrill raid. For a description of his part in that tragic affair, along with that of his 
sister and mother, see O. W. McAllaster, “My Experience in the Lawrence Raid,” Kansas 
Historical Collections, v. XII, pp. 401- 404. 

For the Soule biographies, and other generous aid, the writer wishes to thank George A. 
Root, curator of archives of the Kansas State Historical Society. 
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vated by humor and satire, the organization thus played a unique 
role in ridiculing the Kansas aid movement. 

The following documents are the chief sources of information 
concerning the Descandum company and illustrate the jocular 
nature of its organizers. The third document, the letter of Amasa 
Soule from Lawrence, is a penetrating account of what he found 
there in 1854, as viewed by an Easterner. 


First ANNUAL MEETING OF THE DescANDUM Kansas IMPROVEMENT 
ComMPANY 


The meeting was held in Chelsea, Mass., on November 1, 1854. E. 
W. Arnold served as president of the gathering, T. P. Cheever, W. 
O. Haskell and T. H. Carruth acted as vice-presidents, and W. E. P. 
Haskell served as secretary. 

A constitution was adopted, and a subscription of money received. 
The sum of $100 was given to the chaplain, Mr. Soule, who was 
scheduled to leave for Kansas November 7. 


Resolved—That as members of the Descandum Kansas Improvement Com- 
pany, and at its first annual meeting, we congratulate mankind, that the im- 
mense region of territory known as “Kansas and other places,” is soon to be 
visited by the Rev. Mr. Soule, and that the vocabulary of that infant state is 
at once to be amplified and expanded with the largest words known to 
lexicography or otherwise. 

Resolved—That the treasurer of this association, whether we regard his 
personal beauty, his ministerial dignity, his universal experience of human na- 
ture generally, and his equally subtle and magnificent spread of expression, 
possesses qualifications for this missionary enterprise, which would diffuse a 
paleness over the cheek of the Great American Traveler, and agitate into 
hysterical admiration the editor of the Habeas Corpus. 

Resolved—That as the sense of the stockholders of this company residing 
in Chelsea, the chaplain of Old No. 1 be requested to address the virgin in- 
habitants of the unsophisticated soil of “Kansas and other places,” 
that he particularly inculcate to them, as provided in our constitution, the use 
of words, as stupendous and vast as the immensity of the country where they 
reside. 

Resolved—That the appearance of Amasa Soule in the fields of “Kansas 
and other places,” will be extremely cautionary to anti-negro sympathizers, 
sovreignties, unabolitionists, wild cats, catamounts, etc., and that to all such 
persons his roll of words must inevitably be—annihilation, devastation, de- 
termination, depopulation, expurgation, extermination, and abomination!!! 

Resolved finally—That the idea of A. R. Soule “putting” off on this tour, 
without “heading” back again shortly or before, is not to be mentioned even to 
the “chaste stars.” 14 


14. Proceedings in Chelsea eae and Pioneer, November 4, 1854, clipped in the 
“Webb Scrap Botte.” . a % 
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DescanpuM Kansas IMPROVEMENT COMPANY—CONSTITUTION 


Art. 2. The object shall be to raise funds to enable the chaplain of Old No. 
1 to visit Kansas and other places, for the purpose of civilizing and otherwise 
enlightening them, and he, the said chaplain, shall be perpetual treasurer. 


Art. 4. The treasurer shall receive all the cash paid in, and dispose of it 
about right, and when a sufficient amount shall be raised, he shall put, with all 
comfortable speed, for Kansas and other places, and commence forthwith to 
civilize and otherwise astonish the inhabitants. 

Art. 5. Any person of fair reputation, and decent wealth may become a 
member by taking one or more shares (not exceeding fifteen hundred) and 
paying therefor one dollar per share, and shall receive an equal and just 
dividend . . . , and in addition to which, each member shall have his 
name engraved with the largest kind of jack-knife upon the largest tree in all 
Kansas. 

Annual meeting shall be just before the treasurer shall head for Kansas. 

A. Soutz, Treasurer of the Descandum 
Kansas Imp. Co.!5 


Kansas Letrer or AMASA SouLe, Heapep “DrscaANDUM” 


Lawrence (Kansas Territory), Nov. 25, 1854. 

I am now upon the soil of Kansas, where I arrived two days since after a 
travel of fifteen days, and at a distance of more than eighteen hundred miles 
from Chelsea. . . . We left Boston, as you recollect, on Tuesday, the 7th 
inst., and on Saturday following, we arrived at St. Louis, where we went im- 
mediately on board a steamer. . . . When we started from St. Louis, we 
began to think we were near the end of our journey; but the most tedious 
business that I ever engaged in was that same passage up the Missouri—that 
river of mud, crooks and shoals. The water being very low, we were sub- 
jected, some days, almost hourly, to being grounded upon the sand bars, that 
are continually shifting, so that no pilot can clear them. We were until Sun- 
day following reaching Kansas City, a distance of 450 miles. This is a place of 
some importance in the estimation of the people about it. But in New 
England it would not make much of a show. . . . We found accommoda- 
tions at a hotel, where we fared as well, probably, as we should at any place 
on the route, after leaving Michigan. The manner of living at the West being 
of that kind not suited to my taste, especially in Missouri. We left Kansas 
on Monday noon for the territory. . . . We hired two teams to haul our 
luggage about fifty miles, for which we paid one cent per pound, we traveling 
on foot.16 We could have procured special conveyance at one dollar and 


15. Document of the Kansas State Historical Society. 


16. The Thomas H. Webb handbooks for emigrants to Kansas, 1855, list the cost of trans- 
portation, for adults to Kansas City, as $40, with a slight reduction in summer. Meals to 
St. Louis were extra. More than one disgruntled emigrant who went to Kansas late in 
1854 or early in 1855 wrote back that he could have done so cheaper and better on his own 
“hook” than under the auspices of the Emigrant Aid Company. Some blamed this upon the 
inability or inexperience of the agents who led the parties. If we admit the truth of this 
allegation, it is still probable that a lack of familiarity with frontier life was an important 
factor in the complaints. 
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fifty cents each, but we should have been nearly as long on the road as we 
were on foot. We were two nights upon the road, both of which we camped 
out, which gave the most of us the first taste of pioneer life. . . . We 
arrived in what is called Lawrence about noon of Wednesday, this being called 
a city. . . . Sufficient to say, there are some two hundred people located 
here, doing about nothing.17 They have some fifty huts of different sizes, 
some built of logs, some of turf, and others of poles, covered with grass,—the 
most of them uncomfortable, except in pleasant weather. They have one large 
camp, which they call a boarding house, where they feed some fifty or sixty 
human beings at two fifty per week, and in another camp some eighty feet 
long, they allow them to sleep, provided they can get any sleep. They lie 
upon the ground covered with such bedding as they may happen to have; 
those who have none go without, and when the weather is cold they are any- 
thing but comfortable. The principal food at this hotel is bread and molasses, 
with fresh beef fixed up (not cooked) in a manner that I shali not describe. 
The most who come seem to meet with sad disappointment, having got the 
impression from the Boston agents that everything needed is prepared for 
their reception on their arrival. I think the New England Aid Company have 
incurred a tremendous responsibility, in encouraging families to migrate hither 
at this season of the year.18 Women and children arrive here exhausted by 
travel. . . . You can imagine their condition on their arrival, with no 
other accommodations than those described. 

The next question that suggests itself is, “what to do after they arrive?” 
Well, the first thing is to look out for a claim, . . . and here comes the 
tug of war. Every claim within a day’s travel of Lawrence is taken up, and, 
upon the rivers and streams, as far as can be heard from, not a vacant claim 
is to be found; for bear in mind that no timber, of any description, is to be 
found anywhere else, and but very little on the streams, and that of an 
ordinary quality. The soil, I think, is equal to any that the world can boast 
of, and the beauty of the country, as nature has left it, is unsurpassed. It is 
what is termed rolling prairie, . . . every acre of which is level enough for 
cultivation, and the soil seemingly of uniform richness. But how a settler, 
without means, can commence operations upon a claim from ten to twenty 
miles distant from materials for building and fencing, is what I cannot com- 
prehend. Any person coming here to succeed, even tolerably well, must come 
with means to procure food until he can realize a crop, and also to furnish a 
team sufficient to haul timber for building, and breaking up of the soil, the 

_ 1%. For a good description of Lawrence at this time, see the letter of Mrs. C. I. H. 
~~ 4 _— who went to Kansas with the fourth Emigrant Aid party.—-Andreas, 


18. Compare the following account by a member of the first spring party, which left 
Boston March 18, 1855, under the leadership of Charles Robinson.—Zion’s Herald & Wesleyan 
Journal, dated April 6, in “Kansas Territorial Clippings,’ v. I, p. 104 et seq. 

“In consequence of the exaggerated reports circulated in the East, by those who have most 
emphatically proved themselves to be either fools or knaves, hundreds are flocking to the 
country unapprised and unprepared to meet the privations to which they are exposed; the 
consequence is, that many fine families in comfortable circumstances will be ruined—beggared.” 

The writer continues that not one in a thousand came prepared to build a stone house. 
All depended upon timber, but the masses could do little, for lack of mills. The Aid Company 
had two mills, operating at exhorbitant rates, but their output, for months ahead, was spoken 
for by previous settlers. Hence many were forced to build sod houses. The mechanic had 
been told, that here was a paradise, but when he arrived, frequently could find no employment. 
The land not being surveyed, claims were less valuable than supposed, and many were con- 
sequently discouraged from making improvements. Provisions of all kinds were high in price, 
and scarce in quantity. 
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first ploughing of which is exceeding[ly] hard. After all this is accomplished, 
I think he may be considered independent, according to my idea of inde- 
pendence. 

There are two or three obstacles in the way of settlers locating here, one of 
which is the monopoly claimed by what is called the first and second New 
England Cos. They have selected a site and laid out a prospective city two 
miles square, and each member claiming, in addition to his city lots, one 
hundred and sixty acres, which, with the city site, includes all the timber for 
many miles. One fourth of the city property is granted to the “New England 
Emigrant Aid Company,” in consideration of erecting a mill here, which may 
possibly account for the interest they take in inducing emigrants to locate in 
this vicinity1® One other obstacle is, the location of what is called the 
“Indian reserves,” which includes the best of the territory that I have yet 
seen. The Shawnee reserve . . . is generally well wooded, and the most 
inviting tract of country, in my opinion, that can be imagined.2® Upon the 
opposite side of the river is the “Delaware reserve,” . . . said to be of 
equal quality. . . . As far as can be seen from this side, it is heavily 
timbered, and indeed possesses all, or nearly all, the valuable timber that I 
have seen or heard of in the territory. But Yankee avarice has its eye upon 
it, and unblushingly declares that the Delawares shall be dispossessed of it for 
the benefit of Christian civilization.21 I, in my verdancy, imagined that in a 
journey of nearly two thousand miles, I could out-travel the selfishness of my 
race; but that spirit I found was more than a match for steam engines, as far 
as speed is concerned. Instead of forming a brotherhood, where the good of 
the whole is the great object of each, I find the grab game to be the recognized 
system. I hear daily the complaints of claims being “jumped,” . . . and 
then rejumped and rejumped, if you will allow the term, until the jumping of 
claims would seem almost to be reduced to a system.22 . . . From the time 


19. In the spring of 1855 the property stake of the Emigrant Aid Company in Lawrence 
was reduced to ten of the 220 shares of town stock, of which two shares were held in trust 
for a university. In 1857 the company owned real estate, hotels, mills, or other valuable 
property in Kansas City, Lawrence, Topeka, Manhattan, Osawatomie, Quindaro, Wabaunsee, 
Burlington, and Atchison, and later invested in Claflin and Batcheller. The Aid Company 
hoped ultimately to realize a profit on this investment in the cause of freedom. 


20. In 1854 the Shawnee Indians, by treaty with the United States, greatly reduced their 
large reservation south of the Kansas river, thereby throwing open to settlement that portion 
west of their new reserve. The new line of their reserve fell a few miles east of Lawrence. 
Soule apparently refers to their diminished reserve, which was then not open to settlement, but 
which was illegally squatted upon by a few settlers. 


21. In 1854 the Delawares also greatly diminished their reserve, the ceded portion to be 
held in trust by the United States, until offered at public sale. These trust lands near Fort 
Leavenworth were not open to settlement in 1854, but this was disregarded by the settlers, 
who speedily occupied them. The commissioner of Indian affairs, Manypenny, made a fight 
to the finish against this occupation, but failed. The staking off of these lands encouraged 
settlers to occupy or encroach upon other holdings of the Indians throughout Kansas, even 
\ - not ceded by the treaties of 1854, and particularly the nearby Delaware reserve. 
Charles Robinson became interested in these lands as a promising speculation, and as early as 
1854 bought logs for the Emigrant Aid Company from the Delawares. Like Governor Reeder, 
Robinson also interested himself in the valuable Kansas half-breed lands along the Kansas 
river. Concerning the speculations of Robinson, see the article by Paul Wallace Gates, entitled 
“A Fragment of Kansas Land History,” The Kansas Historical Quarterly, v. VI (August, 
1987), pp. 227-240. 

22. This comment may be a trifle strong for 1854, but claim troubles became very common 
by 1855 and 1856. The settlers organized claim clubs to obviate such difficulties, until the 
arrival of the surveys and law and order, but these organizations apparently did not include 
all the settlers, and functioned imperfectly, particularly in partially settled areas. It was 
also difficult for new settlers to tell what land was already claimed, especially when the claimant 
did not reside on his claim, or had not properly improved it. In this claim technique the 

, ers, being less familiar with frontier customs, were more likely to become involved in 
disputes with previous claimants. 
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I landed at the City of Kansas, I have been so ill as to almost unfit me for 
anything like exertion. . . . [Soule here states at some length that the 
continued exposure has brought no improvement.] I am now at the cabin 
of your citizen, S. Ogden, who has taken a claim some eight miles from 
Lawrence, and has erected a comfortable cabin. . . . I have found this 
the most comfortable lodgement since I arrived in the territory. F 

{Soule states he will try to be present at Lawrence at the election of Nov- 
ember 29, 1854, and vote.] But what the qualifications for electors are, I am 
not informed; at any rate, there will be strenuous exertions made by the 
people from Missouri to carry it to suit their feelings. Numbers have already 
arrived here for that purpose, assuming to have claims which, if valid, will 
probably allow them to vote. I think the indications are strong that a pro- 
slavery man will be returned.23 . 

In conclusion, allow me to say, that among the last that I forget, shall be 
my friends in Chelsea. DescanpuM.*4 

23. John W. Whitfield, the Proslavery candidate, was elected territorial delegate to con- 


gress. 


24. Letter ery in Chelsea Telegraph and Pioneer, December 16, 1854, in “Webb Scrap 
Books,” v. II, p. 61. 





Letters of John and Sarah Everett, 
1854-1864 


Miami County Pioneers 
(Concluded) 


Longwood, Sep. 1, 1859. 

EAR JENNIE: 

We got the last rennet in mother’s and your letter last week. I 
am afraid you are bothered a great deal with us and with getting 
rennets— We sent a few weeks ago to Pittsfield Mass. for a pack- 
age, and hoped they would have been here before this time, but I 
begin to fear they will not be here in season for this summer. 

I have had a great deal of trouble because I couldn’t get what 
rennet I wanted. Half the time for the last six weeks I have not 
had enough to bring the cheese in any reasonable length of time, and 
then ’twould be dragging around till noon so that the cheese would 
of course get sour these awful hot days, and besides it kept my work 
behind all the time so I could hardly get around with it. I wish 
you would try to engage a parcel for us this summer for next. 

I dont think what you have sent lately were near so good as those 
in the early part of the season— Two go no farther than one did 
then. The reason we dont kill the calves is because all it costs to 
keep one here is the fodder in the winter which is a mere trifle, and 
when they are three or four years old they are worth from forty to 
a hundred dollars a yoke. We can better pay $1.00 for every rennet 
we use and the postage besides than kill the calves. We have now 
two stacks of prairie hay (25 tons) and one stack (4 tons) of hun- 
garian, which with our nine or ten acres of corn fodder will be 
ample for our stock of about 35 head great and small, and our 
horses. 

We shall thresh what little wheat we have with flails so soon as 
John can get lumber for a floor. Our hand-mill answered a very 
good turn the first winter but it got broke. Those mills are pretty 
much of a humbug. There is a mill building in Osawatomie which 
is intended to be ready for flouring in a short time, and another up 
above town about the same distance from us that has been in op- 
eration a year. It is not worth while to send the salt on the rennet. 
Shake them as clear as possible from it and save the postage. 


(350) 
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Our folks are now working on their wheat ground. They get their 
seed for $1.00 a bushel. Tuesday we were over again to Paola with 
cheese sold $19.60 worth, $17.00 in cash. We can now get cash for 
all that we make by carrying a part of it to Paola. We have sold 
just $132.80 cts worth of cheese and have all of Aug. cheese yet on 
hand except three, so I presume we shall have full as much more for 
market. 

We have had a very favorable summer for vegetation. The corn 
crop (the main crop here) is as good as I ever saw. I wish you 
could find rennet enough so that you could send us half a dozen at 
a time. Sarah’s cheese has been set two hours now (9 o’clock) and 
is hardly ready to cut up yet. I am afraid you have a good deal of 
trouble in getting enough rennet to supply us. If Uncle Henry does 
not have dry rennets, there must, I should think, be some butcher in 
Utica who does. Perhaps Uncle Henry would know of some. Sarah 
has had great discouragements in making cheese this summer, what 
with hot weather, poor arrangements, flies, mice, &c &c. We try to 
conquer all as best we can, and do not feel at all doleful about our 
success; but a scarcity of rennet makes us think of the Israelites who 
were compelled to make brick without straw. Our ambition is to 
make as good cheese as can be made in Kansas. If it is a possible 
thing, we want twenty or thirty rennets to start on next spring. Do 
you think there is that number for sale in Oneida County, New 
York? and that they could reach Kansas by any means, by, say, 
the last day of March, 1860? (I seriously doubt whether there were 
twenty calves killed in Kansas this year.) I send a gold dollar in 
this. 

The health around us is quite good for the season of the year. 
This you know is the sickly season, but I have never known as little 
complaint since we have been here at this time of year. 

I want to try to raise funds to get five to ten more cows next 
summer. I want to build a stable 70 or 80 feet long this fall. What 
is the size of the long pieces at the top where the stanchels play, and 
of the pieces at the bottom—how thick & wide? Is three feet the 
standing room for a cow? Must close. We are all well, for which 
we desire to be thankful. Wish some of you could come out and 
see us. But I fear we will have to wait for that. 

John & Sarah 
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Osawatomie Sept 30. 1859 


Dear Jennie— 

Your letter of the 16, we got today with two rennets also we had 
one last Sat. which I have not ans. You said in your letter we got 
Sat. how disappointed you were at not getting a letter the Sat eve. 
before you were writing (the rainy eve.) “Poor girl” John said “if 
she only knew what a scolding she will get when that letter comes 
she would sit down very cheerfully without it.” Your budgets had 
not got to coming weekly when we sent that letter and we were using 
the only borrowed rennet we could get in the whole Territory so far 
as we knew, the weather was so warm that mornings milk would 
sour in 12 hrs and nights milk by noon—so we could do nothing to 
speak of butter making. So you see as our case seemed desperate 
we felt constrained to try a desperate remedy hence the wildcat 
nature of that communication— The 4 rennets you speak of will be 
sufficient for this year. I cannot tell just how late I shall continue 
to make cheese—through Oct. I guess— I have set my head on 
selling $250. worth of cheese—but if I can make more at butter 
making when the weather gets cooler shall not be particular about 
the precise amount of either. We have sold $145 of cheese and 
have on hand at least $85 worth more. 

My last letter I believe was sent unfinished owing to my being 
sick— I had a severe attack of intermittent fever but am well now, 
only not so strong— According to your letter you will be in N. Y. 
City while I am writing this. I have been trying to make John think 
he can afford to go out to Steuben this fall and stay through the 
winter—but I cant convince him— I’d be willing to get along ’most 
any shape if he could— I can fairly feel the pleasure it would be to 
him and his folks if he could be there. 

I send this as it is. We are going to Paola to day with cheese 
(Oct 3.) Pray forgive my bluntness in my other letter. I am 
obliged to return the $10. bill. Perhaps it is good. But our currency 
here is mostly gold and silver, and as we are so far from Bill makers 
people are shy of bills at all doubtful. Bills go undoubted with 
you, are generally good here. We are all in tolerable health now. 
With much love in haste Sarah and John 
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Osawatomie Dec 14, 1859. 


Dear Father, 

I believe we have let a longer interval elapse than we should 
without a letter to let you know how we are. Sarah’s health is a 
good deal better than common at this time of year. The children 
and myself are as well as common. We have had unusually cold 
weather this month. A week yesterday (Election day) was very 
cold, mercury in thermometer 9° below zero. It is also very dry. 
These two causes operating together make winter wheat look badly. 
The weather is however very pleasant—cool nights, bright days—a 
bracing air. Yesterday morning we saw a brilliant aurora borealis 
—rainbow-red pillars shooting half way to the zenith—the second 
appearance this winter and I think the third I have seen in Kansas. 
We got a paper from Jane yesterday containing a pair of gloves and 
belt buckle both very nice & just the thing. Also a letter last week 
with bonnet lining and ribbon. Sarah says she is going to write to 
Jane as soon as she gets time. I returned a $10 bill I got from Jane, 
which was doubtful and would not pass here as much as two months 
ago and have never heard from it. Was it received safe? I must 
close now With much love 

Your son John. 


There was a “nigger hunt” (as they call it) in this neighborhood 
a few days ago in which the hounds changed places with the hare. 
The black man had his free papers stolen from him in Missouri and 
a kidnapping attempted. He got away and came to this neighbor- 
hood (where there is a station of the Underground railroad.) He 
worked and staid here a few weeks. Last week three men came up 
from Missouri to take the “nigger.”” One of them pretended to be 
the owner. They stopped a few miles back a little before night at 
the house of a man who pretended to be pro-slavery. They told 
him they were after a runaway slave. As soon as they left his house 
he posted to the house of a neighbor who was stanch antislavery and 
told him what was going on. This man immediately gets on a horse 
and follows these men, goes to the station and gives the alarm. 
Then one boy hurries to find the negro and get him where his friends 
were thick. Another gets a pony and rides to town to rouse the sons 
of liberty. Twas not long before enough got together for all prac- 
tical purposes and then ensued a search for the kidnappers. They 
searched the cornfields and woods but nothing could be found of 
them or their horses. They then bethought them of a proslavery 


23—1232 
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man about two miles off, who was suspected of harboring such 
vermin. One of the party went to his house pretending to have lost 
his way, and found they were there. The result was, the three men 
were roused up and compelled to turn out again. They were taken 
to where the negro was. A hemp rope was found with them. One 
of them the negro recognized as the one who stole his free papers. 
They gave the negro one of the men’s horses and overcoat and $50 in 
money, and a revolver. He also changed hats with one of the men 
as he remarked their hats were the best. So the kidnappers were 
turned back minus their three horses and their overcoats and re- 
volvers and were followed some way to see they took the straight 
road to Missouri. They returned probably wiser certainly sadder 
men than they came. Kidnapping or reclaiming fugitives has never 
been profitable in these parts, and if justice is not administered with 
due respect to the forms of law, remember that federal law is law 
here, the law that pursues such as John Brown—mistaken and erring 
but noble in his objects—with most deadly and unrelenting hatred, 
but never has punished a kidnapper—never has punished one of those 
traitors who tried to steal the liberties of the whole people of Kan- 
sas. One of the leaders against the kidnappers was attempted to be 
killed at the Choteau’s Trading Post tragedy. 


Longwood Dec 31, 1859 
Dear Jennie 

Your letter with the undersleeves and belt came to hand Wed. 
night—the things are all very nice—the gloves, buckle & lining, came 
a good while ago, and the boys books came Monday night (26.) 
Everything is very nice. It was two or three weeks before I could 
make up my mind to wear any thing so gay as that lining and those 
strings—Iamavery old woman. . . my face is thin sunken and 
wrinkled, my hands bony withered and hard— I shall look strangely 
I fear with your nice undersleeves with the coquettish cherry bows 
—I shall however wear them up to Friend Richards to a New Year’s 
party Monday if it is warm enough though I fear it will not be. 

The Mercury stood this morning -7°. We are having a hard 
winter for Kansas, but no snow. I really fear that winter wheat will 
all be killed out in these parts— It looks as dead and dry now as 
the prairie grass. 

Tho’ we have been told of wheat in the west dying down in this 
way and afterward making a good crop it looks pretty dubious now. 
Two of our peach trees have split open from the ground to the limbs 
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with the cold— You are enquiring what is the feeling in regard to 
John Brown’s surprise party in Virginia. 

It has caused a good deal of feeling here— I should not think that 
excitement is exactly the word to characterize the feeling here— 
Brown was intimately known in these parts and greatly loved by the 
Free state men here. Mr. Adair his Brother-in-law, lives just above 
Osawatomie. He is an abolitionist as the term goes here and is re- 
spected by all who know him. He sympathised in Brown’s move- 
ments here and in reply to a question from a new comer who had 
heard a great deal of evil of Brown as to what sort of a man this 
John Brown was, Mr. Adair said he was a man that had always been 
from his childhood impressed with the idea that God had raised him 
up on purpose to break the jaws of the wicked. Perhaps I have 
mentioned before that Mr Adair is the Congregational Miss. Min- 
ister of this place—a most worthy man— I must defer this letter till 
perhaps next year as our folks have come to supper, and this was 
written while waiting for them and wouldn’t have been written at 
all only I have such a cold I can not work but a part of the time so 
I get time to write. 

Jan. 18, 1860 

I have done up my supper work browned & ground coffee for 
breakfast and popped some corn for the children and now (7 o’clock) 
I do not know as I can do any better than finish this last year’s 
letter. John has gone to Olathe about thirty miles distant to attend 
to some business for T. D. Lewis of Utica, will not return till to- 
morrow. You enquired once something about our house. We have 
one south window, a west door; and a north door leading into our 
little orchard & garden thro’ a shed 6 ft wide, the ends of which are 
boarded up and 6 ft of the north side making our cheese-room the 
west side of which was exposed to dogs and “varmint” generally. 
Opposite the window is the well about 14 ft from the south side of 
the house. Our peach trees on the north side of the house already 
form a beautiful grove—being 10 or 12 ft high and 10 ft in diameter 
in the tops. 

I have been trying out some lard and tallow today. I have fin- 
ished up all I have till our folks finish butchering the rest of the 
hogs. We have killed two beeves beside the cow John sold in the 
summer for beef. We have killed 3 hogs and have 3 more to kill. 
You enquired once if they came to as much in beef as they cost us. 
We paid $20, for the one we sold alive, and sold her for the same 
keeping her calf which is a nice heifer. The other two cost $45, the 
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first one we killed we sold of beef tallow and Hide $19, and had 14 
lbs of tallow & 150 Ibs of beef for our own use, have also her calf 
the poorest one in the lot, this last one. We shall not have over 13 
or 14 dollars worth to spare and have not kept more than 100 lbs 
of beef for our own use. She was very light but we have a nice 
heifer calf of hers which will be worth $8 in the spring. There I 
have given you a very elaborate answer to both your questions, and 
now let me say another word in regard to “Old John Brown.” I 
dont like to hear him stigmatized as misguided. It would not grate 
more harshly on my feelings to hear Moses called misguided, be- 
cause he failed to enter into the promised land. It’s of no use for 
Christians to pray that the bondsman’s chains be loosed unless they 
are determined to arise in the strength of the Lord and undo them 
and let the oppressed go free. God works by human instrumentali- 
ties, and, it is by these that he is going to break every yoke if ever 
they are broken. John Brown remembered them that were in bonds 
as bound with them, and undertook to be a doer of Gods word as well 
as a hearer of it— 

How in the name of common sense do Christians propose to do 
away with this enormous sin if not with John Brown’s method; 
you know very well and every body knows that southern slavehold- 
ers will not allow any kind of Christian teaching in all their borders 
only the christianity of devils and how is the great southern heart 
to be reached but by God’s ministers of vengeance. If any body 
knows of another way let them attempt it and when they shall have 
succeeded I will submit to hear the epithet misguided applied to that 
glorified hero. And now if I had room I would give you a synopsis 
of Mr Adair’s sermon last Sabbath. It was from the text (I cannot 
repeat it just as it is in the bible) If a man smite his servant with a 
rod and he die, he shall surely be punished, nevertheless if the servant 
live a day or two he shall not be punished for he is his money. Now 
you know what passage I mean though my quotation is sadly 
murdered. He preached an excellent anti-slavery discourse 

Yours as ever Sarah 
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Osawatomie Feb. 27, 1860. 
Dear Father 

Your & Jennie’s letter of Feb. 14 was received day before yester- 
day. We were truly glad to get them as it seems a long time since 
we had heard from home. . . . We are sorry to hear of cousin 
Letitia’s sickness. Consumption is almost an unknown disease here 
unless the lungs are very bad when they come here. Franky got the 
two first numbers of his paper the morning he took his letter to the 
mail. 

You ask “Should I succeed in borrowing $100 for you shall you 
need it or not?” I answer we would. It would be just the time to 
lay it out for cows. We have to keep a hired man and ought to 
keep a girl during the summer months and could as well keep a few 
more cows as not. It would be a very great advantage to us if we 
were able to get them. I would like to get it for two years. I am 
very anxious to get on, so as to get a comfortable place to live in 
and especially to pay our debts. We are all well, except that Frank 
has a bad cold. From your affectionate son 

John R Everett 


Longwood Feb. 28, 1860 
Dear Jennie— 

I began to think we should never hear any thing more from 
Steuben—so was greatly and agreeably disappointed last Sat. when 
John came home from town, at seeing once more the well known 
post-mark of that place. Frank and I have come to the conclusion 
that if we could get “a boit” of those cakes and biscuits we could 
make a “right smart” lessening among them— I hope you wont 
have to make yourselves sick to eat them all— We dont get a 
great many such things here. I haven’t seen any biscuits or wheat 
bread at home since Christmas week— I suspect if ever our big 
wheat crop “comes off” we shall have “heaps” of biscuits here. 


John is going to try to break twenty or twenty-five acres this 
spring himself which if he accomplishes and gets a good crop of 
wheat and our cows do well—and one or two other ifs of a kindred 
nature turn out favorably, I think we may next fall make a com- 
mencement for a house, but shall not be any wise disappointed if we 
do not, and since you have waited so long I hope you will not come 
to Kansas till we can make you comfortable, which we certainly 
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never can nor could have done in the house we are in. Our condi- 
tion is getting every way improved with the exception of our house— 
We are growing almost everything we need for the table—and when 
once another harvest comes, do not see why we need to lack any 
necessary. 

It is a dark lowery day. We have been having a good deal of 
rain the last two or three weeks—all the winter and fall since Sep. 
had been unusually dry till now it seems trying to make up lost 
time. 

One night last week we had a cow get hooked into a small creek 
which runs through the pasture, and in the morning when our folks 
found her she was quite unable to help herself, with struggling and 
the chill she got from lying stuck in the mud and water, and had to 
be drawn out. We did what we could for her but she never got up 
again. She had the horn-ail, but would have lived I think if it had 
not been for the accident and even then if it had been a dry warm 
time but it came on cold and rainy, so it made it impossible to Dr. 
her properly. 

Franky & Robbie want to send word to Aunt Jennie that their 
black cat has got eight little black kittens!! and want to know if 


she wouldn’t call that a stack of black cats and beside that they 
have some little chickens. . . . I should like to have you get me 
some ribbon to trim my bonnet with this summer. Such ribbon as 
used to be 1214 cts when I came from there cost here about thirty 
cts. [Sarah M. C. Everett] 


Longwood June 5, 1860 
Dear Jennie— 
Your last two letters came duly to hand, freighted with rennets. 
I am very glad to get them in time and hope soon to get more of the 
same sort— We are milking 18 cows now and in a few weeks will 
have two more giving milk— I am making cheeses now that weigh 
about 30 lbs or more— We have already sold over $20. worth of 
the stuff at the same price as last summer— We are in passable 
health at present though a little dull because of the hot weather— 
You cannot think how oddly it sounded to hear that you were just 
turning your cows out to grass on the 8. of May— Cattle here to 
be sure run out all winter but many an one’s I guess got only what 
they picked up in the commons two months before that date— I 
have just got my cheese in to the press and am too tired to write 
much. Mr Snow is cutting the wheat. We shall not have much of 
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a yield. We have had not rain enough to bring up the corn in these 
parts and farmers are growing quite discouraged. It looks now very 
uncertain about raising enough to supply the home demand. A 
great many have not yet made garden. How is it with you? 

Do you read H. W. B.’s ®* sermons in the Independent? I believe 
if it were not for reading now and then some things in his sermons 
that I should tire to death of this life and give it up— I dont read 
them all— I perfectly abhor a printed sermon. But sometimes 
when every thing else grows so tiresome and weary and the vexations 
and cares of life seem like a multitude of thorns piercing me on all 
sides I get hold of one of his sermons and it always contrives to turn 
the sharp points and make a pathway through them— Verily they 
are like the shadow of a great rock in a weary land. 


Wed. 6. 


While I was milking this morning I was seized with a sudden 
desire to record the names of our cows, for your special edification. 
“These are they”— 

Dow, big Line, little Line, Queen, Pinky, Minky, Blaze, Red, Nig, 
Snip, Pied, Bim, Lil, Cherry, Star, Black, Beauty, “Remmy,” Cali- 
fornia, Leopard & Rose— You see I have nothing to say and will 


be happy to see the close— How many rennets have you on hand 
ready— I wish we could send for a box (by express) with a 
hundred in it. The freight would be less than the postage. We 
could send on the money one of these days I guess. I’ve been getting 
the boys some pants. [Sarah M. C. Everett] 


Saturday June 9 [1860] 

Dear Father 

Yesterday morning just before day a hurricane passed over these 
parts. It blew down the house, a new frame building of our next 
neighbor, Mr Holaday, and killed his wife. He tried to get her to 
come out as the wind suddenly raised, and they heard the roaring 
of the coming tempest, but could not persuade her. When the crash 
came he stood by the door and reached to draw her out, but some 
thing came between. he sprung through the door and was knocked 
down by the falling house but fortunately away from it. He asked 
his wife if she was killed. She said she was afraid she was. He 
asked her if she could hold out till he went to Everett’s for help, 
but the poor woman spoke not again. Mrs. H. was a Quaker and 


56. Henry Ward Beecher. 
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much esteemed by a large circle of relatives and acquaintances. 
Another house was unroofed in our immediate neighborhood, but no 
one hurt. Three lives were lost in Stanton, 7 or 8 miles from here. 
This event as is natural creates a very solemn feeling in the neigh- 
borhood. We have heard of many houses that were unroofed or 
blown down. Much of our fence was blown down. We feel especial 
reason to be thankful that our house was not injured, and that our 
lives are spared. I send in this a draft of $8.25 for the interest to 
David Jones and the rest towards the rennets. In haste 

John. 


Longwood Sep. 6, 1860 

We had sent a letter yesterday to the P. O. to Father and Jennie 
and this morning we got Mother, Mary & Jennie’s. We have been 
greatly troubled at not hearing from you for so many weeks. Last 
spring or early in the summer we sent a draft of $8.25 to pay in- 
terest to Jones—and have never heard whether you received it or 
not— Did you? 

The story of our returning or intending to return is all humbug— 
We have never thought of the thing. 

In the summer, as early as June or July—before it was supposed 
that crops were going entirely to fail, I tried to persuade John that 
if he kept a hired man this winter he could leave home well enough, 
to go back for a visit and stay all winter— The only thing at all 
in the way, was lack of money to pay for his journey & that quite 
upset the charming project— A little later when the drouth shut 
out all hope of anything but a scanty crop of potatoes and sugar 
cane and I was taken down with fever, we seriously ruminated on 
my going back to spend the winter—and the way I was to raise 
passage money was in this wise— A great many families were leav- 
ing for Iowa, Ind. and Ill. with their teams. If I could find some 
one with so little load that they could carry me and cheese enough 
which I was to peddle on the way to pay my expenses after I left 
them, why I could go— One of our neighbors offered to undertake 
it but I doubted the ability of his team— A wise doubt in the right 
place! you will probably exclaim, J think so now myself— 

About the things I spoke of some weeks since. We can stay with- 
out them. we cannot raise money to pay for them, and shall go with- 
out them— We dont want any assistance this winter— We are 
going to do on our own resources, unless we are all taken down help- 
lessly sick, and our cattle all die off with the blackleg or starvation. 























LE LLOELPGEAE AL PIO POPE 5 









pre ae 


SSE 






















ane 


LeTrers OF JOHN AND SARAH EVERETT 361 


We are doing what we can to provide against the latter. It is far 
gloomier to contemplate the coming winter than it was the winter of 
’56 & ’57— This is an old settled neighborhood and the people just 
here are better prepared to withstand the fearful calamity that has 
fallen upon the Territory than those of the more newly settled por- 
tions— I suppose Mr. Hyatts statements reveal the actual truth.™ 
And yet the real suffering has not commenced— Our next door 
neighbors on two or three sides, here in this old settled neighbor- 
hood will be obliged to get aid from some quarter. 

Our dairy business has turned out badly but will enable us to 
live along somehow or other till another year. The weather here 
was so warm all through July that a great deal of our cheese rotted 
down—and all of it was more or less injured by the warm weather. 
Then I was taken sick and John had the cheese to make & take care 
of till finally we gave up the cheese and went to making butter— 
So every thing you see went wrong for Kansas and now the cattle 
are going with the black-leg— We have lost 5 head as John wrote 
to you yesterday and there is another we have not seen for several 
days. I suppose that too is gone. Others besides us have lost stock 
with the same disease— Now our principal pinch is paying our 
hired hand— We hope to be able to turn some cows some way so 
as to partly pay that and perhaps a little wheat. He will not crowd 
but we know how badly he needs it and it worries us. 

I am glad you have commenced writing to us again. I hope you 
will not wait two months again till there is a little brighter times 
here to take up our thoughts— We haven’t written to B’r Butler’s 
in a year as I know of—the truth is there are too many things in 
this country to absorb one’s time and thoughts. There are a great 
many poor & sick around you—and every thing is awkward and un- 
handy. When provisions are getting low with you, you can step to 
the store and get a bbl. of flour at a time—we get 10 to 12 lbs. just 
what we can pay for— It takes quite a part of one day to search 
up the team and take a bushel of corn to mill and a part of another 
to get it again, and so on too tedious to mention but I must close. 
Dont feel sorry for uws—some of our neighbors say, if we had your 
chance we could get along—but that ragged coat and those ragged 
pants one woman said to me yesterday is all that William (meaning 
her husband) has got for the winter—and this dress a slitted out old 
calico my only outside garment and not corn enough for bread no 


57. Thaddeus Hyatt wrote extensively for the Eastern press during the drouth years of 
1860-1861, describing conditions in Kansas and urging contributions to relief funds. 
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potatoes nor any other eatable except meat which they were to have 
enough for themselves and a little to spare—and not fodder enough 
for their stock and her husband not a sock for winter. I think we 
shall in all probability have plenty of corn bread meat and milk 
and if you were in the midst of such suffering as will surround us 
you would not want anything much better, as for clothes I candidly 
think we shall go awful “shabby” & in so doing will form no in- 
vidious contrasts to others around us— So dont worry about us 
till you hear that we are getting worser and dont offer us any more 
money, it is us now that should be sending money to you rather 
than you to us.— As I said a page back I must close Sarah 


Osawatomie Dec. 10 1860. 


Dear Father 


Yours containing draft of $32.05 rec’d to day. I write this in 
town, and can but just acknowledge receipt, and say how grateful I 
am to you and my dear friends for remembering us so kindly. This 
help will come very seasonably although we hoped to be able to 
pinch through. I have sent for the box to day by the Kansas City 
and Fort Scott Express, which runs through this place and has an 
office here. O. J. Owen has written me that he had directed a barrel 
of flour to me at Atchison. Kansas City (or Leavenworth)—is our 
river point. Kansas City is 45 miles, Leavenworth 60, Atchison be- 
tween 80 and 90 miles distant. But I hope to be able to send to 
Atchison by some team that will be going for relief grain. We are 
all well. The winter is very favorable for stock. I am foddering 
only my milch cows and horses. To day 3 or 4 inches of snow—the 
first. In haste With many thanks 

Your affectionate son 
John 


Longwood Dec. 31. 1860 
Dear Jennie—and all at home— 

I am not in much of a mood for writing my thanks . . . how- 
ever much I may feel them. You can have little idea how much 
happiness your box brought into our homely cabin. In the first 
place it came from the loved ones at home and was welcomed as a 
messenger of love from them. Then the things were so apropos to 
our wants— The blankets as we shiveringly nestle beneath are a 
nightly benediction—and the boots and shoes not less so— My 
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feet were cramped into a pair that I wore in the summer which 
though large enough then were quite too small with woolen stock- 
ings and the soreness that has been occasioned by getting chilled— 
These are one number larger than I usually wear, but fit my feet 
as they are this winter admirably. 

The stockings too—just the thing— Robbie and I had on the 
only ones we had and they needed washing and mine mending— 
Auntie got a very happy fit on those little socks— The children 
think their mother’s knitting is quite thrown in the shade by those 
socks— Franky is sorry he cannot write a letter himself to say 
how nice they fit. . . . [Robbie’s] clothes fit him pretty well— 
The coat would be better if it was broader in the chest and between 
the shoulders—but he can wear it this winter well enough and per- 
haps next winter too for he is such a chub that he will naturally 
grow slimmer. The waist & pants couldn’t be bettered Frank’s 
waist & pant bands have to be enlarged—otherwise all right— The 
smaller of the two caps just fits both boys— The little boots are 
nicely fitted— Franks will suit him another winter after this—but 
Robbies will be rather tight after this winter. 

He had been teasing for some little boots and a knife for a long 
time, and when he heard that there was “a whole big box of things 
coming to us” he had a full and complete faith that the boots and 
knife and a little clock would come for him— 

Mary hoped I could find some use for the dress she sent. I found 
so much use for the skirt of it as to wear it to a wedding at Mr 
Chestnut’s Christmas Eve—also your nice undersleeves hood and 
skeleton— Sarah’s shawl, Annies collar & mittens, whose shoes 
comb and gloves and pocket handkerchief I know not but hope you 
will inform me— Frank went to the wedding in his new suit and 
John had the benefit of his new cap, gloves cravat handkerchief 
(Fathers) boots socks & a pair of the pants for the occasion. Rob- 
bie we left at Mr Snow’s house, which was as great a treat to him, 
as the wedding to us. 

Mr Snow has rented a farm for next season and is living on it 
keeping bach this winter—just now a man and his wife whose house 
and all in it were burned a few weeks ago are stopping with him 
till they can put up another cabin. Mr. Snow was very pleased with 
his things. He seems to think your way of mittening a fellow an 
improvement on the old fashion and wishes us to say he feels obliged 
for the handkerchief and mittens both. I gave him a pair of socks 
also from the box— He always comes in once a week—every Sun- 
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day—just as any body goes home. 
first without him. 

That nice de laine I shall keep over till next fall when you must 
be sure to tell me the fashion to make it by— Whose gifts are the 
little flannel sack—(a capital thing in windy weather) and the 
heavy piece of pant cloth? Mother’s presents came into requisition 
immediately— I put on one that night, John the next day— You 
can judge how much they were needed— Frank has got one of 
his aprons made and Robbie will soon have one to match it— It’s 
a marvel to us now how we got along before the box came— That 
great shawl I have been needing. I think now I couldnt get along 
without it. The apron too came the right day, the last one I had 
went to pieces very much after the manner of the “Deacon’s One 
Hoss Shay” a short time before John came home with the box. We 
should like to know the price of such de laine—collar and pants 
cloth as you sent also of the apron checks and boots and gloves— I 
have been asked 500 times more or less the price of that ribbon belt 
and buckle you sent me last New Year’s. My paper is used up and 
I am very tired— I was almost laid with a cold a good deal of last 
week and am not at all well yet. John is coming down with a cold. 
The children are quite bright Yours as ever 
Sarah 


There are a great many other things I meant to have spoken of 
but have got too tired. 

We gave Mr. Adair his gloves Christmas Eve at the wedding. He 
had them on up at meeting yesterday. 


It was quite lonesome here at 


Longwood, Jan 21, 1861 
Dear Jennie— 

We have had two letters from you since we have written. Mary’s 
and yours written Christmas and your last dated Jan 8. 

It is very cold here, and the ground is covered with snow— We 
have all had hard colds this winter, but John, but are getting some 
better from them. I dont know but he is just coming down with 
his— I have had a cold now for two months, and it was worse last 
week than any time since I was first taken with it— I have had a 
very hard cough for the last ten days—more than all I’ve coughed 
before in Kansas— The children too have coughed a good deal. 

Mrs. Chestnut—you’ve heard us speak of them before—died a 
week ago today. She had been sick only one week and there was 
nothing alarming in her sickness till about twenty four hours before 
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she died when she sunk into a state of unconsciousness in which she 
remained till she died. John was acquainted with them before I 
came out and we have always been on intimate terms, and her death 
somehow seems to loosen my attachment for Kansas strangely. She 
was one of the most amiable and lovely women that it has ever been 
my lot to meet. There is no other one here that can in any measure 
fill her place. 


You made mention in your last before this, of a willingness to aid 
any in our neighborhood that might. be suffering. 

I do not know of any that think you ought to assist. I think so 
far as my acquaintance goes, those that really need assistance more 
than they can get from the general fund have friends back that 
would assist them if they made known to them their necessities. 
There are but a few but show a very laudable zeal in trying to help 
themselves and such might starve before I’d ask a friend of mine to 
help them— I expect the suffering in the southern part of the Ter- 
ritory is very great owing to the bad state of the roads which ren- 
ders it impossible to get provision there as fast as it is needed—the 
reports from that quarter are painful to hear. 

Jan. 22. We are feeling rather poorly to day—with cold and a 
little fever, and will close this letter without writing any more as 
we have a chance to send to the mail. Our Eastern mails have been 
irregular for a few days on account of heavy drifts to the North. 
There is a solid coat of sleet and snow on the ground now. This is 
the first that cattle have had to depend wholly on feeding. Till now 
cattle have got at least half their living on the prairie In haste 

John & Sarah. 


Feb 21, 1861 
Dear Jennie— 

Frank has been writing to you, and has very kindly offered me a 
chance to put in a slip of paper with hiz letter, so I take the oppor- 
tunity to send you a line in answer to your last which was received 
two days ago— In answer to the seed question, you could not possi- 
bly get seed wheat through in season to be available this spring— 
and the cost of sending small parcels from Ill. or Wis. would make 
it somewhat impracticable we fear to send seed-corn—tho’ that 
would undoubtedly come thro’ in season, otherwise we should be 
very glad to accept your kind offer. We have a small piece of 
winter wheat self sown at the time of the tornado which in conse- 
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quence of the dry weather did not come up till it ought to, that may 
supply us with bread if it has not winter-killed. We cannot tell yet 
whether it will be worth anything or not. We have corn that will 
answer for seed, but not nearly as much as we ought to have for our 
horses and milk cows. John has just come home with a load of corn 
for which he has paid .85 cts a bushel on the cob for old corn and 40 
cts a bushel for last summers growth. 

We are greatly obliged to you for all your kind offers of assist- 
ance. About the money, if we borrow at all it will be only a small 
sum to build with and we can not say at this time whether we shall 
want that— We are sorely in need of a better house and our plan 
if we can execute it, is to build a hewed log house but we have al- 
ready so much team-work on our farm, that I do not know that we 
can undertake anything more— In speaking of seeds I should have 
mentioned that we have plenty of seed-potatoes but of small garden 
seed we are out— I wrote to you two weeks ago Tues. that we had 
sent that day for the bbl. of flour. Last Tues. it had not arrived. 
John is going to town with the wagon this afternoon to see if it has 
come in yet— We live a hundred miles from Atchison and I do not 
know of any teams that have been able to make the trip there this 


winter in less than two weeks, so bad has been the going. If John 

gets the flour to day he will put a pencil mark across his name on 

the corner of the envelope Sarah 
All pretty well 


Longwood, March 4 1861 
Dear Jennie 

Last week we had soft mild balmy breezes and warm bright sun- 
shiny weather—but this morning such a black sky and cold bluster- 
ing snow squall as broke upon us! It made me think of the mad 
turbulent outbreak of rebellious South Carolina and her sister seces- 
sion states. 

Wonder if Old Abe’s accession to the Presidential chair had any- 
thing to do with this bluster in Kansas— I rather think it was the 
sympathy of nature with human passions for at the hour of noon 
when democratic rule retired from power the sky lightened up, the 
air grew warmer and the snow ceased its furious driving and came 
straggling noiselessly and quietly down dissolving so soon as it 
touched the earth— So I think mad rebellion and blustering seces- 
sion will subside and melt away under the more genial influence of 
Republican rule. 
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But this was not what I begun to talk about—or rather not what 
I sat down to talk about— I thought as I do not feel like doing 
anything to day I would say a little about those rennets— As I 
wrote before we do not need them till probably the first of July— 
but since you spoke of sending some seeds I have been thinking that 
if it is just as convenient for you to send them earlier, you might 
accommodate us also in another way—by sending some peas and 
beans &c. . . . It is five o’clock and I must write in haste what 
I have to say— Have you any of the regular real snap beans, what 
we used to call string beans? I should like a pint or so if I could 
get hold of them also a pint each of two or three different kinds of 
peas as marrowfat and a smaller kind very productive that farmers 
usually sow in the field. I do not know any name for them; and the 
early June— I wish also that we could get a few of your raspberry 
bushes and strawberry vines and would like to try once more a few 
currants and one or two rhubarb roots— And I am homesick for 
some old-fashioned double pink roses— Can you send me a rooted 
bush if you send that package early enough? There are a number 
of such things I should like to get but I do not feel that I ought to 
trouble you with such things. 

That tight sleeve pattern that you have told me two or three 
times of you have never sent, or at least I have never rec’d— tuck 
it in to the rennet bundle some where and if you have a summer cape 
pattern late style put that in with it also— Tell me also what kind 
of border or face trimming is worn in summer bonnets— I got a 
cheap plain straw bonnet last fall—as I only wanted to wear it a 
few times & felt very poor I did not get any face trimming at all— 
I got one y’d of plaid green and white ribbon for strings and made 
a cape & put folds on the bonnet of green barege. This summer 
I propose to change it a little but am not certain that I shall do 
more than put in face trimming— It looks far better on the out- 
side than you would suppose— Oh I want you to put in some bone- 
set &c some worm-wood. 


Friday—8 I have laid aside my begging letter for a few days 
considering whether it would not be ridiculous to trouble you with 
all of these things and “others too numerous to mention”—but my 
desires have got the better of prudence & so I have commenced 
again— Can you get in that country a patent wheel-head— I 
want one if you can— Also a box of genuine cheese annatto— 
There is an old Herkimer county cheese maker in this place that 
says it helps to guard against cheese flies and there never was a 
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country so pestered with cheese flies as this— I don’t know as 
there is anything else unless you put in a few cuttings off your lilac 
bushes and another piece of that remarkable sticking salve— John 
most always has sore hands—if the skin gets broken it remains raw 
or else makes a large sore especially in the fall & winter and that 
salve will stick tight and keep the air out so much better than any- 
thing else we have found that he would like to feel that he had 
enough to last him through the season— The weather is mild and 
beautiful again and farmers are going along with their spring’s work 
as fast as their lean teams are able. John has been hauling out barn 
yard litter on to his field for a week past—is going to mill today and 
intends to commence plowing to morrow. We have 5 young calves 
so our dairy work is commencing a little you see— Expect before 
the month is out to be milking 14 or 15 cows. I have no help yet 
but mean to try to get a girl next week that can milk as I can do 
but little of that for some time yet. Have you kept an account of 
what you have expended for rennets for us— We would like to 
know when you send these how much we are owing both for rennets 
and the postage & freight on them also the cost of these things we 
send for now— There’s no telling when we can pay for them—but 
I think we shall surprise you some day by paying up our debts!— 
We have heard again from that bbl. of Flour. It has been sent to a 
warehouse in Leavenworth City and we are now endeavoring to get 
a chance to send for it— The freight on it is $3.40— If we find 
an opportunity to send for it by a team it will not cost over .75 or 
.80 a hundred to get it from there. I must not write more for I 
have not done up my work this morning and I am trying to braid 
a straw hat for Robbie—the poor boy has gone bare-headed all the 
spring and I want to finish his hat this week, so good bye till the 
next time. Write as soon as you can. John will write some day 
when he finds time S. M. C. E. 


Longwood, March 15, 1861. 

Dear Jennie 

Your letter of Mar. 2. came to hand yesterday— _ I have sent you 
two or three notes I believe since you had written before. In my 
last I spoke of some seeds and other things being sent—but of course 
we do not want you to put yourselves out to send the rennets earlier 
than is convenient, for the sake of sending those things. We shall be 
able to get seeds here, so that we shall not have to go without garden 
stuff— We are having our plowing done now— John hires a man 
(Mr Kinter) to come by the day at 40 cts to do it for him— 











ett Pee a ROE toi 8 RL usd 




















































LETTERS OF JOHN AND SARAH EVERETT 369 








as . When there is a day that the man cannot come he plows a part of 
ac F the day himself—but he has so many chores to do that he cant do 
hn a great deal else— He is not strong enough for farm work any 
AW way—this dairy business is just the thing for him— He can stand 
at it to take care of his stock and then he can hire the harder work 
a é done. He does not calculate to hire a hand steady—but only by 
ad ; day’s work this summer which will be the best course I think— Mr 
nd j Kinter has a family and we can pay him along in butter and cheese 
rk : and meat and anything we have to turn off and we do not feel the 
mn 4 pay somuch— I have one of his daughters helping me now,—came 
nd this week. She is very lady like and companionable and I should be 
ves » — glad to keep her all summer—but I am afraid I cannot— Her 
ore mother put it into my head to get her for a few weeks this spring— 
yet | and hinted at the possibility of her staying till fall— The trouble 
do is she is engaged to be married and when her lord that is to be calls 
of for her she is bound to go. The family are N. Yorkers and are smart 
to and intelligent— Came in from Mich. a year ago last fall. Lost 
ets ' their furniture and a great many of their clothes on the way and 
we | have of course lost all their farm labor by drought like every one 
but ) else and so they are willing to work out. That’s the way I am able 
[— | to get one of the girls— Mary the one that is with me now taught 
Oa i our school last summer, one of her brothers the winter before— 
get { O. C. Brown’s letter contains more truth in it than is apt to come 
ind from him— He has put the population of our town down I believe 
) or } a good deal higher than the census man if I remember rightly— He 
rl 4 speaks of “one thousand souls’— I am sure the bodies counted less 
raid | by a few hundreds but I may be mistaken otherwise he is not so 
the : much out of the way perhaps if you proportion other things down— 
the ' A great many get help that dont need it, and a great many need 
day | — help that might have helped themselves last fall if they would—but 
a. they looked for help from “the East” and so neglected their plain 
» duty— Such ought to suffersome— I have no sympathy for them 
1. and I wish “the East” (whatever that may be) would inform Kan- 
» sas that this is the last time she is to be helped from that source 
you and see if some of the beggarly spirits wont try in future to take 
my 4 care of themselves instead of waiting for strangers to support them 
urse | and then grumbling because they are not better provided for. Those 
rlier f that should have most will many of them get the least. 


ibe ff . . You wished one of us would write a letter about Kansas 
den (Cot to be published— I dont think either of us know any thing to 
man write—we are such a domestic family that we dont know any thing 
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only what pertains to ourselves and our particular quarter section— 
It is simply “Us four and no more” with us— 

It is very dry yet this spring and unless rain comes soon spring 
wheat will do nothing—though the whole country seems crazy to 
sow it because it is charity wheat— Mr Kinter is going to sow 
some on our place on shares—he finds the wheat and does the 
work— John finds team and gives the land—& then they divide 


the threshed wheat some way, I dont know exactly how— I guess 
the piles will both be small if this dry weather lasts a couple of 
weeks longer— I must close— Write soon and often— It is 


very lonesome this spring—it is so dry and windy, and no one feels 
in good spirits on account of the hard times—and people’s disposi- 
tions have got soured by suffering and misfortunes—and when we 
meet we gossip one about another— In short one more drought 
would corrupt utterly the morals of the country— So write often 
and try to keep me at least from having nothing to do but gossip 
Sarah 


I perceive on reading over my letter that I am blaming or seem- 
ing to blame the noble spirits that have so generously contributed 
their means to relieve the sufferings of the starving many of Kan- 
sas—and I should hardly do right did I not make some explanation 
of what I have written— I was thinking of a few cases of mis- 
applied charity and wrote what I did with those only before my 
mind. I did not then remember the little hungry children and their 
grief worn parents that but fur the noble benefactions of “the East” 
would have gone down to their graves long before this time—nor of 
the barefooted and half clad teamsters toiling beside their half- 
starved teams thro’ the snow for days together with the food sent 
from “the East” that was to gladden the hearts of those destitute 
ones at home— Every dweller in Kansas owes a lasting debt of 
gratitude to “the East” for what she has done for the suffering here 

Sarah 


Osawatomie Apr. 12 1861. 

Dear Sister Jennie 

Yours of April 3 was received yesterday. We had been getting 
rather impatient to get a letter, for it was about a month since we 
had heard from you, and I do not know but you will have the same 
feeling to get ours. Sarah has been very sick since I wrote last. 
She was smart as usual for a few days. Then she was taken 
with fever. . . . She continued to grow worse till a week ago 
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Wednesday which seemed her worst day and the crisis of her dis- 
order. Thursday morning she woke feeling better, and since has 
been slowly gaining. Is still confined entirely to her bed. The 
weather has been the worst for invalids I hardly ever knew in Kan- 


sas. 

It has set in to rain, and now it rains every day a little—damp 
and cold consequently. This has brightened farmers up not a little 
you may be sure, but it is unfavorable weather for the sick. I am 
hoping that when it clears up and gets a little warmer she will gain 
fast. The baby has had some boils on one of her little arms. 
Otherwise she is well and very good. We feel thankful that we are 
all alive and so well. Sarah says she cant call the baby all those 
names you sent. In fact we have had very little time to think of 
names. I tell her she must give the baby whatever name it gets. 

We feel very much encouraged at the turn the weather has taken. 
Winter wheat which had been nearly given up has revived wonder- 
fully. This weather is just the thing for wheat winter and spring. 
Write soon, and we will try to do the same. We are obliged for the 
mouth piece Your brother 

John 


Osawatomie May 7 1861. 
Dear Folks at home, 

Excuse a short letter. Sarah is getting pretty well though still 
weak. The rest of us are well. I help with the cheese. That and 
planting keeps me quite busy. Milking 18 cows. Raising 14 calves. 
Making cheese weighing fresh from the press about 35 Ibs. Making 
more cheese than we expected consequently using up rennet faster. 
We would like to have those rennets sent as soon as anyways con- 
venient. Direct by express to Osawatomie. Leave off “Via Leaven- 
worth” if not already sent. The sentiment in Kansas is very 
strongly patriotic. I hope we may have quiet to raise our bread 
this year. I think there is little apprehension of home trouble since 
we heard the glad news of the uprising of the North. 

We are having a cold and somewhat backward spring—with sea- 
sonable showers however— The weather is very favorable for wheat 
of which almost every farmer has sown more or less. 

There will also be a better prospect for fruit in consequence of the 
backwardness of the season. We have now a fair show for a large 
crop of peaches. Our orchard contains about 60 trees most of which 
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hang full. Our wheat too (8 acres self sown by the Tornado) 
promises now a fine yield— 

I would get little Robbie’s likeness taken for you if there 
was any good operator in these parts—he is the fattest roundest 
faced blackest eyed reddest cheeked boy you ever saw and the most 
mischievous one too I guess. 

The new comer, who seems to cause more rejoicing among her 
distant relatives than those at home, we think of calling Clara 
Elizabeth—though I like Irene Colegrove much better— It isn’t 
of much consequence however seeing it’s nothing but a girl any- 
way— I must close to help him a little about the cheese— I have 
not got stout enough to do much yet but am gaining slowly all the 
time. I have to hire my work done, and we are getting wofully 
shabby for the want of a little sewing. I wish I could get to your 
machine for a few hours— Write a little oftener if you can get 
time— John & Sarah 


Longwood, Sep. 4, 1861. 
Dear Cynthia & Jennie two times over— 

(I believe that is the order in which we owe,) it is such a dull 
rainy day that I cannot set myself to work so I am going to inflict 
a dull muddy letter on your patience. We have had no rain to do 
any good for a month, till night before last there came up a thorough 
thunder storm. John and Frank were caught out in the hardest of 
it while searching for the cows and had to come home without them. 

After midnight the rain set in again and continued in fierce 
showers till morning—this morning again a drizzling rain com- 
menced before sunrise and still continues. (now 9 o’clock) We 
have a haystack not topped out! 

Clara has been sick with Fever since Friday— I cannot find out 
whether it arises from teething (she has one little tooth) or whether 
she is attacked with chills— Whatever it is it makes her exceed- 
ingly worrisome so I can hardly get along with her. Last night she 
was awake two or three times an hour. John and I are doing alone 
(except haying) and we cannot get time to write much— I gen- 
erally milk 11 cows in the morning and 10 at night that is about 
three good hours work in a day—then it takes 4 hours more to work 
the cheese off and the rest of the time I have to do the family work— 
How many letters a month could you mail and do all the work in- 
cluding sewing for a family of five, and do 7 hours hard work in 
a day extra? I am very glad Uncle Henry sent rennets enough so 
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that we need have no thought about them, for I am just in the con- 
dition of the camel we read of, before that last feather was added to 
his load. I have not seemed to have much strength this summer, 
and have felt very little interest in anything about me,—business is 
dull, we have over ninety cheeses— We cannot just now sell cheese 
to get bandage cloth. 

I am obliged to do without help because we cannot pay— We 
have turned a cow for haying. 

You seem to feel a great deal of enthusiasm in regard to the war— 
I dont get very much excited except at the miserable guilty tardi- 
ness, (or what looks like that to me,) of the administration in ac- 
cepting troops and forwarding them to such points as require them— 
Lyon might have been shot if the administration had done its 
duty, but the chances would have been far less if he had been prop- 
erly re-enforced— And it’s no justification of the powers that be, 
to say that men could not be spared without rendering other points 
liable to attack, so long as every body knows that there were thou- 
sands of volunteers that were anxious to serve their country, but 
were refused the privilege of doing so. Something seems to have 
awakened up the dull-heads at Washington and it is to be hoped 
something will be accomplished yet before it is too late. Hitherto 
their acts as seen by the public have been such as to excite in the 
minds of true loyal and earnest people, little more than doubt and 
shame. We will hope now however to see some of the great things 
done that have been for months past promised—that wonderful pol- 
icy carried out that was to satisfy the most earnest supporters of 
anti-rebellion— I must stop soon on account of the baby. I hope 
you will write soon and as often as you can without neglecting any 
other known duty. If you who have so many pleasant surroundings 
find it pleasant to hear from us, much more you must remember 
will it be to us, to hear from you—to us, who are struggling on with 
debts, poverty and all the inconveniences of a pioneer life—over- 
burdened with strange work & surrounded with uncongenial associa- 
tions. Your letters filled with kind remembrances are as great beams 
of sunlight among the shady places in our pathway. 

Yours wearily Sarah M. C. E. 

Sep 10 

Clara is very low with bilious intermittent fever aggravated by 
teething S. M. C. E. 
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Sep. 18, 1861 
Dear Jennie 

I got your last yesterday, while returning from the grave-yard, 
where we have laid our sweet little Clara— She brought a great 
deal of sunshine into our homely cabin this summer, and when she 
was carried out of it, it certainly seemed very dark to me— 

She died Monday morning about eight o’clock, (little Henry’s 
birthday). Mr Adair preached her funeral sermon yesterday at two 
o’clock from Job 1, 21. 

Robbie & Frank are well, John & I considerably worn with watch- 
ing— I did not undress the last week Clara lived as she needed 
constant attention. Our neighbors were very kind, doing much more 
than is commonly done on such occasions but we were alone till 
Saturday. 

There is sickness in a number of families near us. It is indeed the 
sickly season and it has been more sickly than it usually is— I 
shall leave the rest of this for John to fill out for it seems useless 
for me to try to say anything I feel so utterly prostrated, not so 
much in strength as in spirit— Sarah 

It was very hard to part with our little darling, but she is gone, 
and the Lord’s will be done. She seemed a greater comfort to us 
than either of the other children at her age, she was always so good 
a child. Her disposition was very amiable, and she was easily 
pleased. She was quite restless for several nights but slept well the 
last night. In the morning when we spoke to her she answered in 
her little pretty talk, the first time for several days. When she 
went it was without a struggle, a few gasps, and she was gone. May 
the Lord prepare us all to meet in a better world. [John] 


Osawatomie Aug. 15, 1862 
Dear Jennie 

I wrote a letter to you a month ago, or more enclosing two dollars 
for rennets— Did you get the letter? 

I wish you would find out the address of the rennet vender in 
Philadelphia you once mentioned to me in one of your letters, where 
Jane’s Uncle gets rennets five years old, and send it to me. We 
would send there for our next years supply and not bother you any 
more. 

If you could ascertain the directions for us so as to let us know 
by New Years it would answer our turn. I have not made cheese 
for several days. I have been out of rennet, and sick or half sick 
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rather besides, and probably should have stopt a week to rest if I 
had had the rennets. It has been very hot and we have been un- 
fortunate with cheese losing quite a number. Our crops do not 
promise much this year; the early drought nearly ruined them. I 
hope though that we shall raise enough to get through with. We 
have had some fine rains recently. John sent twenty dollars to you 
three weeks ago. Have you received it? We are back one year’s in- 
terest on Jones’ note. Hope we can pay it soon. We are anxious to 
build a room this fall. Our old cabin is very unsafe in windy 
weather besides it is very cold and has settled so much that John 
can hardly stand upright under the joists. I believe it has settled 
ten or twelve inches in a year and a half. 

I have nothing special to say—today our school closed. I went 
up to see it end and am consequently tired out. Write as soon as 
you can Yours wearily 

Sarah M C Everett 


Osawatomie, Oct. 30, 1862. 

Dear Jennie 

I have received a number of packages of rennet—so many I have 
really forgotten the number.— But I know I concluded that they 
all except the last package contained two whole rennets, and that 
that contained nearly another. Is that a correct estimate of the 
quantity sent? I do not need any more this fall— I commenced 
using to day from the last bundle and it contained more than I shall 
probably use. We are having one of the most favorable, mild spells 
of weather that can be and this accounts for my making cheese so 
late in the season. Any day we are liable to have a sudden turn- 
about to the coldest weather and that will “dry up” cheesemaking 
in a hurry— Last week we had one of those sudden changes, Thurs- 
day was a warm day—that night the wind wheeled about into the 
north, and in a few hours (minutes if I should say ’twould be no 
exaggeration) we had a spell of winter. Sat. morning at 9 o’clock 
the thermometer was at 18°— You can imagine there was small 
chance of making cheese that day in an open shed with a north-side 
view, even if the cows would give milk sufficient [in] such weather, 
which they would not— I believe the cheese then in the press froze 
by its appearance. So much for the cheese question. Can you send 
me a “little bit” more of annatto; a very small piece will do. I sent 
by Frank to the drug store for some today and they sent me madder 
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instead, and that too after being told that I wanted it to color 
cheese. 


There has been an unusual amount of wild fruit in the woods here 
this season— We had gooseberries two months. I canned about 
14 qts after they were picked over beside having them constantly 
while they lasted, then plums came on and lasted till the frost came, 
then there were summer and frost grapes all through the woods in 
every direction, in some places there were a great many blackberries 
and also mulberries the most insipid fruit that grows, there are in 
places, too, “heaps” of paw-paws, a large green sickish fruit that 
some people are very fond of, and persimmons that before they have 
been ripened by several severe frosts will pucker ones mouth up so 
that they cant find their tongue for a week after— But which when 
fairly frost ripened are very nice. Some people sprinkle sugar on 
them and dry them and call them raisins— but they aint. I dried 
a flour sack two thirds full of plums after they were stewed and the 
pits taken out—have besides now about 4 gallons of plum sauce— 
Peaches were generally almost a failure. We were quite favored 
however—we had all we wanted to use in every way during the 
season and sold and gave away about ten bushels. I pickled two 
thirds of a bushel and made seven or eight gallons of sauce for 
winter and dried perhaps 7 lbs. I dried only such as fell off faster 
than I could otherwise dispose of them. We had tomatoes a plenty 
late but very few early ones. I made about a bushel up into catsup, 
and a bushel more into a kind of sauce but did not get it very nice— 
Molasses we failed on this year the cane getting injured by frost or 
rather by remaining too long unworked after the frost— Our other 
crops are all light vegetables. We have none of any such except 
potatoes (I forgot pumpkins of which I have dried 15 and we are 
eating them in pies every meal) and they are turning out poorer 
than we hoped (John and a colored gentleman began to dig them 
today) We all have fair health—John remarkably good for him. 
He has worked steady all through haying and harvesting. 

I believe I have written all that relates to our current family 
affairs unless it be about the chickens and soap—topics never left 
out when certain of us neighbors get together for a visit, but those 
items are perhaps too important to place on the last page so I will 
defer them sine die. 
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Nov 4 

It’s election day here. There is greater excitement about political 
affairs in Kansas this fall than there has been before in several 
years— And the funny of it is there is no ostensible issue— 

I have never mentioned the receipt of those Histories. We have 
received three volumes. Our fine weather still continues—but I 
dont like the feel of today. I think we shall have a squall soon— 
Is there anything new in the way of fashions? If its not too much 
trouble I wish you would send me a cloak or cape (or whatever it 
may chance to be) pattern. 

John says he would like to know what you paid for the Histories 
and he will send you the money. I will send also the money for 
those rennets at the same time Yours as ever 

S. M. C. E. 
P.S. Will the war ever end? 


Wanted. 


By the subscriber, twenty-five or thirty good, old, home-cured 
veal rennets. For which the highest market price will be paid by 
my sister Miss Jane Everett, at Steuben, New York. 

John R. Everett 


Osawatomie, Miami Co., Kansas, Jan. 16, 1863. 
Dear Jenny, 

I do not know but you will laugh when you read the above as 
heartily as Sarah when I read it over to her, but, perhaps, (pardon 
the coarseness,) on the other side of the mouth. How would it 
answer to put the above on the Cenhadwr cover. I do not know 
what we shall do for rennets, unless you can help us. We have been 
so much indebted to you for rennets, we are emboldened to try again. 
I am satisfied, rennets in pickle will not keep well in our hot sum- 
mer weather, at least in wooden casks. Probably, (as we did not 
immediately dry them,) for that reason, we did not have good luck 
with the cask of rennets Uncle Henry kindly sent us. The home- 
cured rennets you have sent us have generally been good, and have 
worked well. We thought if you could get 20 or 30, they could be 
sent in a bundle by express, and if so, perhaps we will send for one or 
two other things with them. Please let us know whether you think 
you can do anything in this way without too much inconvenience. 

It is over three months since we have heard from you. It makes 
us unhappy to be so long without hearing from home. We get the 
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Cenhadwr regularly, and so hope nothing serious is the matter. We 
too have been very remiss in writing. It seems to be harder work to 
write now than it used to, and you know I never was much of a 
letter writer. I have done a good deal more of my work myself this 
year than usual and, so, have not had much time to write. I am 
wintering this season, about 50 head of cattle and four horses, or 
(as they say here, in hoosier language,) 50 cow brutes, and four 
horse beasts. We have had two or three little snow storms, that 
have whitened the ground for a day or two each time and that is 
all the winter we have had yet. Most of the winter so far has been 
mild October weather. But yesterday and to day have been sharp, 
cold winter days. 

We have all enjoyed first rate health, since we last wrote. Our 
two children go to school. We have the best school this winter we 
ever had here. Our teacher Rev. J. H. Carruth, is a college and 
Seminary bred Presbyterian minister, not preaching, an old settler 
in our district. Do you know any thing about a “Pilgrims Progress,” 
I used to have, marked on the back Evangelical Library, I believe 
I would like to get it. — 

Saturday.—Do as you like about the advertisement. Change it, 
or do not publish it. I enclose $3.00 in this. Will send more after 
hearing from you. Have no more Eastern money or would send 
more now. What are custom house demand notes (U. S. Treasury) 
worth with you? Have some of them. They only have heretofore 
offered 10 per cent for them here. No time to write any more. Let 
us hear from you soon. Your brother 

John 


Osawatomie, Mar. 7. 1863. 
Dear Aunt Jennie 
We have got a new baby two days old. And it is a regular Welsh- 
man. And it is very fat. And it is the prettiest thing that I ever 
did see. You never saw such a pretty thing as it is. 
Mother isn’t very well. Write soon as you can. 
Frank R. Everett. 


If you ever got a letter from John containing three dollars towards 
getting rennets for this summer, we should like to know it. Ss 
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Osawatomie Mar. 17, 1863. 


Dear Sister Jennie 

Yours was received two or three days ago. We thank you for the 
trouble you have taken in inquiring about rennets. Please to get 
$5.00 worth of dry rennets, and send them by the cheapest convey- 
ance, which will probably be by express. There was a movement 
made in the H. of Rep. at Washington to have all packages of 
limited weight carried in the mails for 1 ct. an ounce, but I do not 
know as it ever became a law. We would like to have a box of 
annatto sent with the rennets. Sarah had thought of sending for a 
patent wheel head for a spinning wheel but we have succeeded in 
finding one here. If you would let us know what the annatto costs 
we would be obliged. If you could put in a root or two of the rasp- 
berries I set out west of the barn, and a rooted sprout of the 
plum that was in the corner of my old orchard, I would be glad. 
Cut off most of the top. If inconvenient let them go, for they might 
not live. Wrap in moss, or old oiled silk perhaps would do. Cur- 
rants are of no account here. We cant make them live. Once in a 
great while, on some peculiar soil they grow in Kansas, but in gen- 
eral they will not thrive here. 

We are all pretty well. Sarah seems quite well, but not very 
strong. . . . We call the baby John Edward. Our school is 
over now. Both of the children went most of the time, Robert stay- 
ing at home the coldest days. We have had four warm days now 
and we are in hopes spring has set in. Give my love to Aunt Sarah 
if she is there yet. I sometimes wonder if father and mother are 
looking much older than when I left. It is eight years now—a long 
time. I long to see you all—but it may not be. 

Affectionately your brother 
John 


Osawatomie May 2, 1863. 
Dear Jenny 
I have very little time to write today. The rennets have not come 
yet, nor have we heard from them, and we are in distress for want 
of them. Will you please find out if they have been sent, and if 
not have them started immediately. And if you have one in the 
house you can spare send it by mail. We have no rennet on hand 
except some pig rennets, and they are not fit to use alone. We are 
all well. . . . Ihave been able to do more work this spring than 
any spring I have been in Kansas Your brother 
John 
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Osawatomie Nov. 14, ’63. 
Dear Father & Mother and all at home, 

I have been waiting some time now for time and opportunity for 
writing a long letter. But they do not seem to have come yet. I 
feel guilty for neglecting to write so long. I lamed my right shoulder 
about four weeks ago so that I could not use that arm for writing or 
any thing else for some time. I have had less help about my work 
this summer than any year before in Kansas. Sarah also has had 
a very busy summer and fall. Her hired help in a great measure 
failed this fall, and she has undertaken double labor. She has had 
40 pounds of wool to work, the product of a small flock of sheep we 
are keeping on shares. Cloth from the store has become so decep- 
tive and shoddyish Sarah thought she would go back to the primi- 
tive spinning wheel and loom. We had to send our wool 60 miles 
to be carded. We have had a good deal of trouble in getting things 
together, so that we have all been more than commonly busy this 
summer and fall. This week Sarah has been making clothes for the 
boys, and next week intends to make for me out of this home made 
cloth. 

Our general health is better this fall than common. The baby is 
fat, and healthy and good. He has the whooping cough yet, but it 
don’t seem to trouble him except when he coughs. The boys help 
me a good deal about my work. . . . Hoping that this apology 
for a letter will be better than longer waiting, and that you at home 
will not delay writing for our neglect, I remain as ever 

Your affectionate but not punctual 
And too often tardy son John. 


[Contents Place This Letter Late in 1863. First Portion 
Is Missing] 

Sabbath when returning from church, we pass by the P. O. and 
usually look in to see if any thing came in the evening before. 

It had been mis-sent and that was the reason of its being nearly 
three weeks on its journey. You have had the letter John sent you 
about the same time yours was written I hope and so have been re- 
lieved from any further anxiety. 

A N. Y. City man was taking an excursion in N. Hampshire & 
stopped to ask a back woods man the distance to some town he 
wished to visit. The Countryman asked the gentleman “what parts” 
he was from, and on learning he was from N. Y. asked him in 
sympathising tones if he didn’t hate to live so far off. 
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I couldn’t help wondering when reading your letter so full of 
anxiety if you didn’t hate to live so far off. 

I have not had any heart for writing this summer (I fear the same 
is the case with some of my friends in the East). I have been more 
than usually harassed with my home matters. I dont think I 
ever endured such a hateful (I cant think of any other word any 
nearer the meaning) summer in my life. It makes me shiver every 
time I think of it. Besides my household vexations, I had some 
deeper afflictions to suffer as you will see by the enclosed letters.®* 
Thus my mind has been under a cloud and I have seen only that 
nor hardly made an effort to see beyond it. 

As regards danger from Rebel or more properly Guerrilla raids we 
that is John and I never feel any— We realize that plundering 
bands may visit Osawatomie the same as they have some other 
points in Kansas but cant feel it. We are never afraid altho’ the 
community gets its scare occasionally— The border is now 
thoroughly protected, besides there is hardly inducement enough at 
present. 

The two stores might pay. There is nothing else but an old 
grudge against the town to entice them, but you would hardly need 
feel any uneasiness for us if Osawatomie should be destroyed. We 
are not on any road to any place in particular and when a band of 
robbers make an onslaught on any place in Kansas they must neces- 
sarily do it with the utmost speed or else get caught hence they 
have small opportunity to murder or pillage among the farmers not 
on their immediate route. 


I wish I could send you one of my cheeses to compare with the 
factory cheese— We have had the best luck this summer we have 
ever had. I think I can make cheese at last that will keep in this 
hot climate with out spoiling. We have not lost any with hot 
weather this summer and have made excellent cheese too. We get 
now 12% cts a lb. I have yet over 50 on hand. We went over to 
Paola last week to get our likenesses taken to send home but did not 
succeed. We thought when we started we could get photographs 
but were mistaken, only Ambrotypes being at present procurable. 
The artist intends to get a photographer and perhaps we shall wait 
till we can get photographs now. It is a great task for us to get 
ready and go so far (10 miles) with all we have to do in the morn- 


58. Reference is to the death of her father on July 31, 1863. 
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ing. We cannot get back till after dark and it’s mean work doing 
up the chores in the evening when one is cold & tired. 

Tell me something about “the fashions.” 

You saw the acc’t did you not of Spencer Brown’s execu- 
tion in Richmond.®® He was O. C. Browns son. He has another 
son in the army now in Arkansas I believe. 

Our children are all very well. Eddie since he got over the whoop- 
ing cough has been very healthy and has grown very fast and is a 
great marvel among babies on acc’t of his size. He weighed 26%, 
Ibs when he was 744 mo. old, and has been growing ever since. I 
would tell you that he is the prettiest baby in the world if I was not 
intending to send you his likeness, but then you will have a chance 
to see it for yourself so I wont say any thing about it. I expect this 
week to get his homemade clothes wove, my paper is out and I must 
stop. Your Aff. Sister 

S. M. C. E. 


St. Josephs, Missouri, June 7 1864. 
Dear Father, 

I started from home last Friday to take Sarah to Leavenworth on 
her way to her brother in Columbus, Warren Co. Pa. . . . When 
I got to Leavenworth I thought best to come this far with her. We 
came to Leavenworth with my own team and a neighbor’s carriage— 
and from there here by the public conveyances. (Steamboat and 
cars.) She started this morning for her brother’s by the Hannibal 
and St Joseph Railroad. She has company as far as Indianapolis, 
one of our neighbor’s Mr. Barnard’s son. The baby is with her. It 
is with a good deal of trembling and apprehension, I saw her start, 
as she is hardly fit for so long a journey and I ought to have gone 
through with her. But the expense was too great. I can only en- 
trust her to the keeping of the Lord, as I trust he has kept her here- 
tofore. There is a colored woman taking care of the house and the 
children while I am absent. I received a few lines from father dated 
May 25 as I came through town last Friday. Sarah will write you 
as soon as she feels able after arriving in Columbus. 

I crossed a railroad on the Kansas River coming to Leavenworth. 
It is the commencement of the great Pacific Railroad, is completed 
about 24 miles and is being pushed on. Pray for Sarah, that she 
may recover if it is the Lord’s will. Your son 

John 


59. See Footnote No. 81. 
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[Sarah Everett’s condition became increasingly serious after her 
arrival in Pennsylvania, and John Everett joined her there early in 
July of 1864, remaining with her until her death on August 21 of 
that year. He later returned to Kansas to dispose of his cattle, then 
went to the family home at Remsen and resumed work at the print- 
ing plant. In the spring of 1866 he came again to Kansas and 
settled once more on his farm where he lived until his death on 
August 8, 1896. ] 
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Some Wage Legislation in Kansas 


DomEN«KcO GAGLIARDO 


EGISLATION concerning wages assumes many forms. Pro- 
grams for social insurance comprise one category and are de- 
signed to provide cash payments during sickness, invalidity, old age, 
unemployment, and dependency resulting from the death of the 
family supporter, and may be thought of as deferred or emergency 
wages. Another form includes attempts to regulate directly the 
size of the income and is represented by minimum wage laws, and 
by family wage laws which provide supplementary payments based 
on the number of dependents. A third form is designed to secure 
the earnings of workers against certain contingencies by extending 
to them preferences and safeguards. This study is limited to the 
third of these, describing the development of Kansas legislation for 
the establishment of preferences and for regulating the time, basis, 
and medium of payment. 

Legislative efforts to safeguard the earnings of workers have been 
directed along two different lines; mechanics’ lien laws and wage 
preference laws. Perhaps a somewhat different type is represented 
by a Kansas law of 1872 which provided that any railroad contract- 
ing out the construction of its road must take a bond from the con- 
tractor adequate to insure the payment of wages, materials and pro- 
visions.!_ The mechanic’s lien gives one person a hold or claim upon 
the property of another, as security for a debt. The debt may be 
for labor or materials. Such laws have generally been passed by 
American states early in their history. One was adopted by the first 
Kansas territorial legislature of 1855.5 Modifications have been 
made from time to time.* But these are only in part labor laws. 
Nothing more will be said about them here except to point out that 
an amendment to the Kansas lien law allowing the worker a reason- 
able attorney’s fee, if successful in a civil action, was held uncon- 
stitutional on the ground that it violated the equal protection clause 
of the federal constitution.® 


1. Laws, Kansas, 1872, ch. 136, p. 286; Commons and Andrews, Principles of Labor 
Legislation (1927), pp. 60, 61. A still different type is represented by the Wisconsin law 
which makes stockholders in certain designated corporations liable for wages.— Wisconsin 
Statutes, 1925, sec. 182.23, referred to in Commons and Andrews, op. cit., p. 61. 

2. Mendenhall v. Burnette, 58 Kan. 355. 

8. Statutes of Kansas Territory, 1855, ch. 109, pp. 490-493. 

4. Revised Statutes, Kansas, 1928, sec. 60-1401, pp. 847, 848. 

5. Laws, Kansas, 1889, ch. 168, sec. 9; Atkinson v. Woodmansee, 68 Kan. 71. This 
section had previously been interpreted as applying only to attorney’s fees in trial courts 
and not to those in the state supreme court. West v. Lumber Co., 56 Kan. 287. 
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Wage preference laws, although coming later than lien laws, are 
also quite common. There are two different types. One is based 
on the “danger-flag” theory “that if a debtor allow the law to take 
hold of some of his property by any kind of process, it is a sign of 
financial distress, and laborers may immediately come in and secure 
their wages.”® The other type applies only “to general receiver- 
ships in cases of insolvency, and not to supervenient receiverships 
for limited or special purposes only.”* The Kansas act is of the 
second type.* It provides that in case of insolvency, wages due em- 
ployees other than officers accruing within six months immediately 
preceding the appointment of a receiver or the assignment of prop- 
erty shall be paid from the first moneys coming into the hands of 
the receiver or assignee. The aet has involved some litigation, but 
its constitutionality has never been questioned.® 

The usual law of garnishment prevails in Kansas. But wages for 
a period of three months preceding an order cannot be garnisheed 
if they are necessary for the use of the debtor’s family, except in 
the amount of ten percent plus court costs not to exceed four dol- 
lars; and if any debtor is prevented from working for more than 
two weeks because of illness of himself or of a member of his family, 
none of his wages may be attached for two months after recovery.'® 
No earnings of a debtor who is not the head of a family dependent 
wholly or in part upon him for support are exempt. If a debt is 
assigned or given for collection to an agency, then neither the as- 
signor nor the assignee has the benefit of this act. Wages earned 
and payable outside the state are exempt from attachment or gar- 
nishment in all cases where the cause of action arises out of the 
state, unless the debtor is personally served with process." 


SMALL Destors’ Courts 


The cost of employing an attorney is an effective barrier to the 
collection of unpaid wages and of most small debts by legal action. 
It was to solve this problem that Kansas enacted in 1913 a small 
debtors’ court law.’2 Under the provisions of that law, county or 


6. Acme Foundry & Machine Co. v. Wampler, 124 Kan. 486, 489, 490. 
7. Ibid., p. 491. 


8. Laws, Kansas, 1901, ch. 229; Acme Foundry & Machine Co. v. Wampler, 124 
Kan. 486. 


9. Geppelt v. Stone Co., 90 Kan. 589; Acme Foundry & Machine Co. v. Wampler, 
124 Kan. 486. 


_ 10. Laws, Kansas, 1886, ch. 111; ibid., 1889, ch. 268; ibid., 1909, ch. 182, p. 360 ff; 
ibid., 1918, ch. 232. 


11. Ibid., 1905, ch. 528. 
12. Ibid., 1918, ch. 170. 
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city authorities are empowered to establish small debtors’ courts 
to collect sums for wages, work or labor, and other debts, not ex- 
ceeding twenty dollars in amount. Any court so organized is under 
the jurisdiction of a judge, who serves without pay for a term of 
office not to exceed four years. Only those who prove themselves 
financially unable to employ an attorney are authorized to use these 
courts. Indeed, lawyers are not permitted to “intermeddle in any 
manner whatsoever” with litigation of this sort. No costs are as- 
sessed or charged to either party. It is not necessary to summon 
witnesses, but the judge may informally consult witnesses and other- 
wise investigate the controversy. Judgment is conclusive upon the 
plaintiff; the defendant may appeal to the district court. 

The Kansas small debtors’ court law was one of the first of its 
kind in the United States, being preceded only by that of Cleveland, 
Ohio.4* It was, however, developed quite independently of the 
Cleveland act. Kansas therefore ranks as a pioneer in the develop- 
ment of this form of legislation. And in this connection a miscon- 
ception regarding the nature of the courts set up under the Kansas 
law should be corrected. The two authors of the most compre- 
hensive work on American labor legislation say that Kansas debtors’ 
courts are “nothing more than conciliation” bodies.’* That is not 
true. Small debtors may sue in such courts and if the judgment is 
against the defendant the latter must pay or appeal to the district 
court. Judgment against the plaintiff, as said above, however, is 
conclusive. 

There would seem to be no doubt that small debtors’ courts can 
perform a useful function in the judicial system, especially in the 
industrial sections of the state. Unfortunately very few of our 
communities have availed themselves of the provisions of the law. 
The commissioner of labor reported in 1930 that only a few of the 
courts existed, and that the effectiveness of these was diminished by 
the $20 limit.4* Consequently many requests for assistance in col- 
lecting wages continue to be made to the labor commissioner, who, 
although without legal authority, by using his good offices continues 
to render valuable assistance.'® 

13. Commons and Andrews, op. cit., p. 95. 

14. Ibid. 
esa Report of the Commissioner of Labor and Industry (Labor Department), 

16. In 1929, fifty-five claims were submitted to the commissioner and twenty-three 
settled. A total of $513.44 was collected, or an average of $22.32 per claim. In 1930, 


seventy-eight claims were submitted and $922.82 collected.—Jbid., 1929, p. 18; ibid., 
1930, p. 26. 
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TIME oF PAYMENT 


It has been said that for many years one of the most persistent 
demands made by the workingmen of this state was “for the en- 
actment of a law requiring corporations to pay their employees 
weekly.” 17 Weekly payment of wages was not uncommon at the 
time the demand was most persistently voiced. In an investigation 
covering more than 21,000 wage earners it was found that as early 
as 1888 over seventy percent of the employees in manufacturing 
and industrial establishments, over sixty-five percent of the pack- 
ing house workers, and many of the stove foundry and machine 
shop workers were being paid weekly.’* Railroad and mine workers, 
however, were generally paid but once monthly—the wages earned 
in one month would be paid on the fifteenth or twentieth of the 
month following. That entailed hardship upon a large number of 
workers.?® 

After considerable agitation and repeated attempts,”° an act was 
finally passed in 1893 which required all private corporations ex- 
cept steam surface railways and corporations producing farm and 
dairy products to pay not later than Friday of each week all wages 
earned during the preceding week.*! In case of violation, the worker 
was allowed to recover his wages plus damages equal to five per- 
cent per month of the wages due for not to exceed six months. The 
provisions of the act could not legally be waived by the worker. A 
corporation contracting out its work was made responsible as pro- 
vided by the law for the payment of wages to the contractor’s em- 
ployees. Workers entering or maintaining a lawsuit for recovery of 
wages, if successful, were entitled to a reasonable attorney’s fee. 
Another act, passed in 1915, required all private corporations to 
pay wages as often as semimonthly.2? That act was designed to 
apply to steam surface railways and farm and dairy corporations, 
which were not included in the act of 1893. When the general 
statutes were revised in 1923, the two acts were combined. The 
law of 1915 was repealed and the original law of 1893 was changed 

17. Kansas Bureau of Labor, Third Annual Report, 1887, p. 320. 


18. Ibid., Fourth Annual Report, 1888, p. 17. 


19. “The worst curse we have is this pay by the month. Pay-day is on the 20th of 
each month, for work done in the preceding a § thus keeping back twenty days’ pay.”— 
Miner’s comment, in ibid., First Annual Report, 1885, p. 135. 

20. For example, a bill requiring corporations to pay weekly in lawful money, making 
all earnings due and payable immediately on discharge, and providing penalties, but not to 
apply to workers receiving an average per diem exceeding $1.50, except miners, was introduced 
in the 1887 legislature. It passed the house by a substantial majority, but the senate did 
not get to it.—Ibid., Third Annual Report, pp. 322, 323. 

21. Laws, Kansas, 1898, ch. 187. 

22. Ibid., 1915, ch. 165. 
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to read that steam surface railway and farm and dairy corporations 
must pay wages at least semimonthly, while all other private cor- 
porations must pay weekly.” 

The problem of requiring payment in full, on dismissal, of all 
wages earned has also been dealt with. The weekly pay law of 
1893 provided that the wages of discharged employees of all private 
corporations were payable under the same conditions as laid down 
in that act for the regular payment of wages. Nothing further was 
done until 1911, when a separate and independent act was passed 
which required all corporations to pay, within ten days from the 
termination of his services, the wages of any employee who quit 
or who was discharged.2* Payment was to be made at the place of 
discharge or at any of the corporation’s offices in the state desig- 
nated by the worker. In case of violation, the worker was allowed 
to recover as damages wages at the same rate until complete settle- 
ment for a maximum of sixty days unless action for recovery had 
been commenced within that time. A further step was taken in 
1919 when the discharge provision of the act of 1893 was amended 
in detail.2> Wages of a discharged employee were made payable on 
the day of discharge, and for failure to pay within twenty-four hours 
after a written demand the employer was penalized by giving the 
worker a right to collect by court procedure his regular wages until 
full payment of the original wages due was made. It should be 
noted that the penalty was in addition to the original one of five 
percent per month for six months. 

The act of 1893 requiring weekly payment of wages was declared 
void. An attack was first made upon the section allowing an at- 
torney’s fee, and the section was declared unconstitutional on the 
ground that the exception of steam and surface railways and farm 
and dairy corporations constituted discriminatory classification and 
consequently violated the equal protection clause of the federal con- 
stitution.2* That decision foreshadowed the ultimate fate of the 
act. A broadside attack on the law was made in the Livingston 
case in 1923.77 In that case it was held that the entire act violated 
the federal constitution by excepting steam railroads, farm and 
dairy corporations. We have already noted that the law of 1915 
which required all private corporations to pay wages at least semi- 


23. Ibid., 1928, ch. 144; Revised Statutes, Kansas, 1928, sec. 44-301, p. 687. 
24. Laws, Kansas, 1911, ch. 219. 

25. Ibid., 1919, ch. 221. 

26. Anderson v. Oil Co., 106 Kan. 483. 

27. Livingston v. Oil Co., 118 Kan. 702. 
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monthly was repealed when the general statutes were revised in 
1923. The Livingston decision therefore left Kansas without any 
law regulating time of payment. The deficiency was remedied in 
1931 when a law requiring all private corporations to pay at least 
twice monthly was enacted.** 

The discharge provision of the law of 1893, as amended in 1919, 
was also declared unconstitutional on the ground of discriminatory 
classification.*® Furthermore, the additional penalty of daily wages 
until settlement, was held by the court to be not punitive damages, 
but a fine, and as such had, according to the state constitution, to 
go into the school fund and not to the worker.*® Again, the court 
found that the amended act applied to any “firm or person,” but 
that its title did not indicate the fact and the act therefore violated 
the provision of the state constitution requiring the title of an act 
to indicate every subject therein. 

The state supreme court found the act of 1911, which requires all 
private corporations to pay employees leaving their services within 
ten days, constitutional.** The penalty provided in that act—daily 
wages until settlement, but not to exceed sixty days unless action 
for recovery has started—was considered to be essentially compen- 
satory. In justification of its decision upholding the discharge pro- 
vision of this act, the court said: 

It is a private wrong to turn off a workman without his pay. It is partic- 
ularly a grievous thing for a corporation to do so. A corporation is an in- 
tangible entity, with many officials and functionaries. A laborer is oft-times 
mystified in attempting to deal with its numerous responsible heads. He may 
go from superintendent to manager and from manager to president, if these 
can be reached, only to be put off or sent on tedious or fruitless journeys to 
see other functionaries of the corporation before he can get his pay. With an 
individual employer, the ordinary case is different. The latter, with whom 
the contract of employment was made, is the individual who discharges the 
employee, and so is ordinarily at hand or readily accessible to pay when the 
employee is discharged, and if the laborer’s wages are not forthcoming with 


his discharge, the employee knows at once that he must invoke the aid of the 
law to collect his due.32 


28. Laws, Kansas, 1981, ch. 215. 

29. Livingston v. Oil Co., 118 Kan. 702. 

80. State constitution, Art. 6, sec. 6. 

81. Laws, Kansas, 1911, ch. 219; Livingston v. Oil Co., 113 Kan. 702. 


$2. Livingston v. Oil Co., 118 Kan. 702, 707. Interest at the rate of six percent per 
annum is made payable by law for “monthly employees, from and after the end of each 
month, unless the same shall be paid within fifteen days thereafter.”—Laws, Kansas, 1889, 
ch. 164, sec. 1. The rate had been seven percent.—General Statutes, Kansas, 1868, ch. 51. 
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Basis OF PAYMENT 


The two basic units used in computing wage payments are piece 
rates and time rates. Legislation affecting the use of both has been 
enacted in Kansas. The regulation of wages by the industrial 
court is too extensive to be discussed in this study, and the law re- 
quiring the “prevailing” rate of wages on public work is more prop- 
erly discussed in connection with legislation regulating hours of 
labor. However, it is possible to discuss here the Kansas laws af- 
fecting piece rates. 

One of the most persistent demands made by the coal miners of 
Kansas was for a law requiring that coal be weighed before being 
screened.** In the 1880’s dissatisfaction with the practice of screen- 
ing coal before weighing it was so widespread and the discussion 
and agitation so considerable that a joint meeting of the miners 
and operators of Cherokee and Crawford counties—the principal 
coal mining counties of the state—was held. At that meeting it 
was agreed that a uniform screen in two possible sizes, with an area 
not to exceed eighty-four superficial feet and with openings not to 
exceed seven-eighths of an inch would be used in screening coal 
before weighing it.** This quieted matters for some time. It is said, 
however, that the operators did not adhere to their agreement, and 
dissatisfaction again developed.** Numerous complaints were made 
that some operators were crushing the coal before it was screened, 
that others were using screens of larger dimensions than those agreed 
upon, and that still others were using larger screen openings. In the 
early 1890’s the demand for an antiscreen law was practically unan- 
imous on the part of the miners. Many meetings, conventions and 
demonstrations were held, and many petitions sent to the legisla- 
ture.** Indeed, for years every legislative representative elected 
from the mining districts was instructed to try to secure a mine-run 
law, and miners kept paid lobbyists in Topeka to further their 
cause.*7 It was not unusual, however, for successful candidates to 
make absolutely no attempt to secure the enactment of this legis- 
lation. 


33. Kansas Bureau of Labor, Third Annual Report, p. 320. The advantages claimed 
for a law of this kind were that it would eliminate much of the friction caused by badly 
regulated and dilapidated screens, and would benefit the miners financially. As one miner 
put it: “If we had our coal weighed before it is screened, it would be a large item in our 
pockets.” —Ibid., First Annual Report, p. 136. 

84. Inspector of Coal Mines, Kansas, Twelfth Annual Report, 1899, p. 142. 

35. Ibid. 

86. Ibid., p. 143. 

87. Ibid., 1893, p. 119. 
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Finally, in 1893, a screen law was enacted.** It was made un- 
lawful to screen any valuable part of the coal of miners employed 
at quantity rates before weighing it and crediting this weight to the 
employees concerned.*® Miners were empowered to employ at their 
own expense a check weighman, who was to have the same rights 
of weighing coal as the regular weighman, who was to take the same 
oath—‘“to do justice between employer and employee”—and to be 
subject to the same penalty for its violation. Penalties were pro- 
vided for using fraudulent scales or fraudulent devices. Any agree- 
ment to waive, modify or annul the provisions of the act was de- 
clared to be null and void.* 

At first the operators opposed the bill. Later they offered an 
amendment to make it effective three months before the date set in 
the act. After its passage, they posted prices for mine-run coal, 
effective four months before the law became effective. The summer 
price was to be forty-seven cents and the winter price fifty-three 
cents per ton.t1 The miners claimed that the prices were too low, 
and would reduce their earnings. A general meeting of miners was 
called, and it was agreed that if the rates were enforced a strike 
would be called. That led to a meeting of miners’ and operators’ 
representatives, but no agreement was reached. The rates were en- 
forced, and the strike of 1893 was precipitated. A compromise was 
effected shortly afterwards, resulting in a settlement. But a demand 
was made that the workers sign “yellow-dog” contracts. That caused 
further trouble, until the operators finally withdrew their demand.** 

Many operators completely ignored the law. Injunctions and 
prosecutions finally placed the act before district courts. In some 
it was declared to be unconstitutional on the ground that it deprived 
citizens of the freedom of contract.** The district court judge of 


88. Laws, Kansas, 1893, ch. 188. 


39. It should be noted that contracts for the payment of wages based on the quantity 
of screened coal produced were not prohibited.—See State v. Wilson, 61 Kan. 32. 


40. A bill, identical in language with this act, except that the section providing penalties 
for fraudulent scales and weighing included the words, “‘proceedings to be instituted in any 
court of competent jurisdiction,’’ was introduced in the 1887 legislature—House bill 351. This 
bill, followed rather closely the Missouri law, and was prepared by the labor committee 
of the house. It passed the house, sixty-six to twenty-three, with thirty-six absent or not 
voting. The senate committee recommended its reference to the committee of the whole and 
suggested that it be passed. A petition signed by 196 citizens of Cherokee county was pre- 
sented in the senate. An attempt was made to have the bill advanced on the calendar to 
third reading, but this failed and the bill was not reached on the regular calendar.—Kansas 
Bureau of Labor, Third Annual Report, p. 320. 

41. Mine inspector, Twelfth Annual Report, 1899, p. 144. 

42. Ibid., Sizth Annual Report, 1893, pp. 121-127. 

43. The State v. A. B. Kirkwood, in the district court of Crawford county; The State 
v. David Mackie, in the district court of Cherokee county. The opinion in the latter case 
will be found in the mine inspector’s Report for 1895, pp. 139-149. The former case was 
appealed to the state supreme court, but was never argued. 
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Crawford county, W. L. Simons, however, upheld the law as a valid 
exercise of the police power. That case was carried to the Kansas 
court of appeals. There it was argued that the act violated section 
one of the Kansas Bill of Rights, which states that “all men are 
possessed of equal and inalienable natural rights, among which are 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness,” and that it violated the 
due process and equal protection clauses of the federal constitu- 
tion.** But the act was upheld as a valid exercise of the police 
power. 

Appeal was taken to the state supreme court.*® The arguments 
advanced against the validity of the act were the same as in the 
lower court. The supreme court also upheld the act as a valid ex- 
ercise of the police power. The act, it held, did not interfere at all 
with the right of contract, even to contracting for payment of wages 
on the basis of screened coal. And the court found it useful in sev- 
eral ways: both miners and operators would have information as 
a basis for bargaining; deception and fraud would be rendered im- 
possible; and data on the coal production of the state would be use- 
ful to the public. One justice dissented, holding that the act was 
intended by the legislature to regulate the wages of miners, and 
as such was unconstitutional. 

It was nevertheless some time after this decision before all mining 
companies weighed coal before screening it. The mine inspector 
was forced to take drastic action to compel some operators to in- 
stall scales for this purpose. Some companies continued for a while 
to pay on a screen basis.*® By the end of 1900, however, the mine- 
run basis of payment had been universally accepted.** 

Two other related matters should be taken up at this point. The 
first concerns the testing of scales. There has always been a strong 
feeling among miners that the scales will, whenever possible, be 
“doctored” in favor of the operator. To guard against any tamper- 
ing with the scales, the miners long sought to have the mine in- 
spector made an official scale inspector and tester. A bill was in- 
troduced in the legislature of 1899 to make the mine inspector ex- 
officio inspector of weights and measures, but it failed of passage. 
In 1903, the mine inspector was made ex-officio inspector of weights, 
measures and scales used at coal mines, and was required to test 


44. Mine inspector, Report, 1899, pp. 144, 149 f; State v. Wilson, 7 K. A. 428. 
45. State v. Wilson, 61 Kan. 382. 

46. Mine inspector, Report, 1899, p. 147. 

47. Ibid., 1900, pp. 66-69. 





ee Pe ee Pe 


peanerene 
ee 


eh as AL Lh wl ie ween Os aa: 





ee ee a5 


Diem call tnt Mtns “telnet 








al 


we ww 





meee TEA 


RE eT ee 





GAGLIARDO: WaGr LEGISLATION IN KANSAS 393 


scales once every six months, and authorized to do so oftener.** The 
other matter relates to the numbers placed by miners on the cars 
they load with coal as a means of identification. It is unlawful to 
“change, exchange, substitute, alter or remove” any such “check 
number” with the intent to cheat or defraud, or to place any number 
upon any other miner’s loaded car with the same intent.*® 

The industrial welfare commission never established piece rates. 
Two special provisions inserted in the factory and laundry decrees 
of 1922 by the industrial court, however, should be noted here. It 
was provided in the factory decree that the earnings of workers on 
piece rates were to be not less than the minimum weekly wage es- 
tablished for that class of workers, and in the laundry decree that 
workers not employed full time should be paid the full minimum 
wage, provided in each case that the worker accepted all work or 
time offered and was subject to the employer’s call at least five days 
each week. 

MeEpiuM oF PAYMENT 

Several attempts to regulate the medium of wage payment were 
made by the Kansas legislature. The demand for such legislation 
came largely from the coal mining regions, where many of the 
miners were at one time compelled to trade at so-called “pluck 
me”’—company—stores. A special investigator sent into mining 
communities in 1886 by the state labor commissioner reported that 
the system of paying wages in scrip during the interval between 
pay days had grown to such proportions in Cherokee and Crawford 
counties “that a large majority of the population, business and 
working men alike—in fact nearly every person, except those di- 
rectly benefited—demand that some means be taken to abolish the 
evil.” ° 

Miners, it was said, received in cash somewhat more than half 
of their earnings, the remainder being drawn in the form of scrip 
and generally spent in the company store.®! Some reports place 


48. Laws, Kansas, 1908, ch. 544. The following complaint is illuminating: Seale testing 
“is one of the most onerous and distasteful of the duties of the mine inspection department. 
No less than four hundred sets of scales have been tested by the inspectors during the past 
year. In only a very few instances have any of these scales been found incorrect. Hauling 
test weights from one mine to another, sometimes under very unfavorable road conditions 
and then to find the scales absolutely correct when you test them, and later on to be called 
back to the same mine within ten days, and in some instances sooner, to make another test, 
and again to find the scales weighing correctly; in short, to be hounded from post to pillar 
by everyone concerned in the scales, at all the different mines, is among the joys of this 
particular end of the mine inspector’s duties in this state.’-—-Mine inspector, Report, 1918- 
1914, pp. 10, 11. 

49. Laws, Kansas, 1905, ch. 214. 

50. Kansas Bureau of Labor, Second Annual Report, 1886, p. 200. Two facsimiles of 
scrip are reproduced cn page 204 of this report. 

51. For a detailed but limited analysis of this, see ibid., 1892, pp. 31-67. 
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the percentage of wages paid in scrip as high as 72.52 An example 
of one method of compelling miners to “draw” scrip was given by 
an ex-mine foreman. “The first of each month the mine foreman 
is given a list of employees classed into groups, ‘good,’ ‘fair,’ and 
‘bad, with regard to their custom of drawing scrip during the month, 
and if he is a wise foreman he sees to it that the miner marked 
‘bad,’ and drawing the smallest amount of scrip during the month, 
is punished for his negligence . . .”5% Perhaps that example 
was not typical of conditions as they existed in Kansas coal mining 
camps at that time, but it does reveal a kind of pressure that was 
not infrequently brought to bear in many primitive mining com- 
munities.** 

When scrip was used to purchase goods in the company store, it 
passed at face value. Frequently, however, the miner wanted cash 
for other purposes. To secure this cash before the regular pay day, 
it was customary to draw scrip and to sell it at a discount to any- 
one willing to purchase it. The camp saloon keeper usually per- 
formed the service, and that constituted another serious evil of the 
system. Estimates of the discount on scrip vary from five to thirty- 
five percent.55 Complaint was universally made that the practice 
appreciably increased the miner’s cost of living, the argument being 
that miners were compelled to pay higher prices at the company 
store or take a heavy discount on their scrip. 

Legislation designed to remedy the situation was soon adopted. 
An act of 1887 made it unlawful to give in payment of wages, di- 
rectly or indirectly, any scrip, token, check, draft, order, or other 
evidence of indebtedness, payable otherwise than at the date of issue 
and in lawful money.®® The prohibition extended also to advances 
of wages earned but not yet due. To check the abuses involved in 
compulsory trading at company stores, it was made unlawful for 
employers to compel their employees to trade at any particular 
place of business. Violation was punishable by fine or imprison- 
ment. Apparently the legislature was not willing to uproot com- 
pletely the entire system, for it provided that any person could, at 

52. Ibid., 1897, p. 318. 


53. Ibid., p. 817. 


54. A recent case is reported from Harlan county, Kentucky. A coal operator there re- 
ported that the practice of issuing scrip is widespread. ‘‘Asked whether there was any com- 
pulsion to make the miners trade at his stores, Mr. Bradley said: ‘Well, I just told my 
miners, ‘‘Now boys, if you don’t want to trade with me you can move along.”’’” hen 
asked about the prices charged in his stores as compared with ordinary stores, he is said 
to have replied: “Of course my prices are a little higher.”—J. C. » — Jr., “Harlan 
County: Act of God?” in The Nation, v. 184, No. 3493 (June 15, 1982), p. 673. 

55. Kansas Bureau of Labor, Thirteenth Annual Report, 1897, p. 818. 

56. Laws, Kansas, 1887, ch. 171. 
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the solicitation of an employee, give orders on any business house, 
provided he himself was not directly or indirectly interested in the 
business. And contracts between farmers and their employees were 
excepted from the provisions of the act. Ten years later this act 
was amended. It was made to apply only to corporations or trusts 
that employed ten or more persons.’ The provision allowing em- 
ployers to give orders on a business house in which they were not 
interested, at the employee’s request, and that excepting contracts 
between farmers and their workers were dropped. 

Almost immediately the constitutionality of the amended act was 
challenged. A mining company was convicted in the district court 
for giving a “punch-check” for wages earned but not yet due and 
payable.** The case was taken to the court of appeals, and there 
the constitutionality of the act was affirmed.®® It was held by the 
court of appeals that the act applied only to corporations, and the 
decision holding the act constitutional was made to rest on the right 
of the legislature to amend corporate charters. The section regard- 
ing coercing employees to trade at particular stores, however, was 
held invalid on the ground that it was not within the scope of the 
act as indicated by its title. One judge dissented, holding that the 
title of the act was narrower than the text and that therefore the 
entire act was in violation of the state constitution. 

An appeal was taken to the state supreme court. There the de- 
cision of the court of appeals was reversed, and the entire act was 
declared unconstitutional.*° Many defects in the act were found by 
the state supreme court. The title contained not even a hint that 
corporate charters were affected, and that was required by the state 
constitution. The act applied not only to corporations, but also to 
trusts, and a trust might be composed of persons or firms associated 
together and might or might not be incorporated. Thus the main 
contention of the lower court was rejected. Furthermore, the court 
did not hesitate to say that the act violated the fourteenth amend- 


ment to the federal constitution, for the provision limiting the act 


to corporations or trusts that employ ten or more workers was dis- 
criminatory classification and thus denied the equal protection of 


57. Ibid., 1897, ch. 145. 
58. The following copy of this “punch-check” is taken from State v. Haun, 61 Kan. 
146, 148: 
$2.00 Fuller, Kansas, 9-22-1897 
Kansas Commercial Coal Company: Please accept this as an order for 
store merchandise to the amount of two dollars, and charge the same to my 
account. Not transferable. E. P. Graves. 
59. State v. Haun, 7 K. A. 509. 
60. State v. Haun, 61 Kan. 146. 
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the laws. It was “class legislation of the most pronounced char- 
acter.” ®! The act was regarded not only as bad law, but also as 
bad economics. Such legislation 

treats the laborer as a ward of the government, and discourages the employ- 
ment of those talents which lead to success in the fields of commercial enter- 
prise. . . . Those who seek to put a protector over labor reflect upon the 
dignity and independence of the wage-earner, and deceive him by the promise 
that legislation can cure all the ills of which he may complain. Such legis- 
lation suggests the handiwork of the politician, rather than of the political 
economist.82 


The chief justice dissented. It was his contention that the act 
amended corporate charters, and that its title need not state the 
fact in so many words. “The doctrine of the majority of the court 
reduced to a finality,” he said, “is that . . . corporations are 
not required to take notice of the general body of the statute 
law. . . .”®§ And admitting for the sake of argument that the 
legislature did not have the right to impose the regulations on in- 
dividuals, partnerships and trusts, it had the right as to corpora- 
tions, and that part of the act could be segregated from the rest. 
Furthermore, the chief justice held that limiting the act to corpora- 
tions or trusts employing ten or more persons was not discrimina- 
tory classification.® 

Thus the first attempt to compel the payment of wages in lawful 
money proved to be unsuccessful. A second attempt was made in 
1899. The new act extended not only to corporations and trusts, 
but also to any person or firm, and required that time-checks, due 
bills, orders, etc., issued in payment of wages, be payable in lawful 
money, not at the date of issue as did the previous law, but fifteen 
days after date, and then only at the option of the holder. Punitive 
damages of double the amount involved plus a reasonable attorney’s 
fee were made recoverable by the worker. This act was superseded 
by one of 1917, which makes undated due bills, scrip, etc., payable 
at the holder’s option in lawful money, and dated due bills payable 
not more than fifteen days after date of issue.** Punitive dam- 
ages and attorney’s fee are no longer recoverable. 

The constitutionality of the act of 1899, and the modification of 
1917, has not been questioned in the courts. The decision which in- 

61. Ibid., pp. 154, 1565. 

62. Ibid., p. 159. 

63. Ibid., pp. 164-170. 

64. Ibid., pp. 170-178. 


65. Laws, Kansas, 1899, ch. 152. 
66. Ibid., 1917, ch. 229. 
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validated the previous act was one of the last cases of the century 
in this country in which antiscrip legislation was held to be in vio- 
lation of the principle of freedom of contract. In Kansas the con- 
stitutional philosophy of the judges of the supreme court, insofar 
as labor legislation is concerned, appears to have changed consider- 
ably in the past thirty years. Indeed, since the date of the decision 
discussed above, the U. 8. supreme court has upheld the constitu- 
tionality of an antiscrip law. It would therefore appear that the 
constitutionality of the Kansas act would be upheld by the courts. 
The abuses against which the legislation was directed have disap- 
peared. 

It may be well to take up at this point a related problem. In the 
coal mining regions of southeast Kansas regular pay days come 
twice monthly. It has long been customary, however, for miners 
to draw on their earnings between pay days. For this privilege 
the companies have as a rule discounted the cash drawn by ten per- 
cent. Assuming that the average length of time for which these 
earnings were advanced was one week, the discount amounted to 
520 percent per annum. 

The court of industrial relations discovered this practice in an 
investigation of the coal industry made in 1920 and 1921. Recog- 
nizing that some expense was involved in extending the privilege, 
still the court thought the discount too high. It therefore ordered 
the following practice. A minimum charge of twenty-five cents was 
allowed, to cover the expense of making and recording the payments. 
Where sums drawn exceeded a nominal amount, “like ten or fifteen 
dollars,” a maximum of two percent could be added to the minimum 
charge. Expressed in terms of rates, the maximum was raised from 
570 to 1,700 percent, and the minimum lowered from 570 to ap- 
proximately 150 percent on large advances. The court realized 
that this arrangement involved a high discount, but thought it 
would tend to have a beneficial effect in discouraging workers “from 
drawing between pay days,” which it considered as being “not a 
frugal, prudent way to do,” but necessary in certain circum- 
stances.®* Since it was customary for miners to draw small sums 
for odd purposes, the practical effect of the order was to deprive 
them of the privilege by making the cost prohibitive. Some com- 
panies altogether discontinued the practice of making advances in 
cash after the order. 


67. Knoxville Iron Co. v. Harbison, 188 U. S. 18. 
68. “Orders of Court of Industrial Relations,” Docket No. (3253) 1, pp. 1A and 1B, MS. 
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CoNCLUSION 


The problems of time, basis and medium of wage payments have 
been solved reasonably satisfactorily in Kansas. Improvements in 
detail could, of course, be made, and some of the detail is important. 
For example, wage preference laws are of little use when a bank- 
rupt employer’s assets are negligible. The principal wage problems 
now confronting Kansas are different in character and more com- 
plex than those herein discussed. But legislation extending pref- 
erences and safeguards to wages will continue to be of basic im- 
portance. 














Bypaths of Kansas History 
STEAMBOATING Down THE Kansas RIVER 
From The Kansas Herald of Freedom, Lawrence, June 2, 1855. 


Having a day of leisure, and finding the Emma Harmon at our Levee last 
Monday morning advertised for Kansas City, Mo., we jumped on board as 
she was leaving her moorings at eight o’clock in the morning, and in a mo- 
ment after found ourself, with several friends, gliding at a rapid rate down 
the Kansas river. Immediately after leaving Lawrence we found both banks 
of the river densely wooded, presenting a lovely appearance, such as the 
mind naturally infers to be peculiar to rivers of the tropics. 

The banks of the river we found to be high, and the bed of the same uni- 
form width the entire distance. One peculiarity of the tributaries was, that 
at their confluence with the Kansas their mouths were very narrow, and said 
to be quite deep. Not a foot of low, marshy ground is seen along the river. 
The current sweeps on at the rate of five or six miles an hour, and presents 
a darkish mud color, contrasting quite forcibly with the clayey appearance of 
the Missouri. This difference in the shade of colors between the two rivers 
is so great that on passing out of the mouth of the Kansas into the Missouri 
it seems as if a bed of clay was spread out before us, and we observed that 
this distinguishing difference was preserved in the Missouri down to Kansas 
City; the waters of Kansas river retaining the southern shore, and preserving 
its darkish hue the entire distance, it being near two miles. 

The steamer rounded to about eight miles below Lawrence, and tied up to 
the tree, while the crew loaded on from the shore some ten cords of wood, 
which the Delaware Indians had cut and piled up there for sale. We were 
happy to observe that the vices of the whites had not corrupted them in one 
respect, and that in relation to measure. They had marked off by stakes the 
number of cords they claimed, and in every instance had given more than 
full measure. Capt. Wing concluded that the Delawares were strictly honest, 
and hence took the whole pile. Casting loose again after a detention of one 
and a half hours we passed the mouth of the Wakarusa on our right, and 
immediately below it a beautiful town site, with a high bluff, and a rocky 
shore, so straight and niccly formed it seemed as if art had been there with 
her implements and trimmed the whole to her taste. As soon as the lands at 
this point are in a position that titles can be acquired they will be selected 
for a town site by some enterprising capitalist. 

A few miles farther on, probably fifteen below Lawrence, on the north 
side, there is another lovely prospect for a town; we believe the most enchant- 
ing we ever saw. The bank is about fifty feet high, gradually sloping back 
to an altitude of some seventy-five feet. The shore, like the point at Waka- 
rusa, is straight and resembles a well built wharf in many of the prosperous 
places on the Eastern canals, with the exception that the elevation above the 
rocky shore is more precipitous, and better adapted for a town site. The 
earth was decked with a luxuriant garb of wild grass, and a grove of native 
trees decorated the landscape, and made the whole truly enchanting. If the 
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river shall remain navigable until the fourth of July next, we propose a picnic 
party to this lovely place, now the property of the Delawares, and the future 
site of the most important point between Lawrence and the mouth of the 
Kansas river. 

Some forty miles below here, on the south side of the river, is an Indian 
village, known as Delaware. It is also a commanding position, and when 
Yankee enterprise shall be able to gain a foothold, and commence improve- 
ments we may expect to see it more frequently alluded to in our public jour- 
nals. 

Wyandot is on the north side of the river, and located at its mouth. Since 
the title to the soil has been conveyed to the occupants in severalty by gov- 
ernment we have no doubt but enterprise will get possession, and we apprehend 
Kansas City will find in her a powerful rival. 

The Emma Harmon arrived at her landing in Kansas City at a few minutes 
past three o’clock P. M., making the trip, aside from the time consumed in 
wooding, in less than six hours. The scenery, along the river, the smiling faces, 
kind expressions, and warm hearts of the officers and crew, and the entire 
freedom from coarse and vulgar language on board the boat made this, our 
first trip down the Kansas river, one never to be forgotten. It was the first 
trip down the river this season. 

On Tuesday Captain Wing took on board about fifty passengers, and some- 
thing over a hundred tons of freight and on Wednesday evening tied up at 
our wharf, having made rather slow progress on account of the rapid current, 
and the loss of her rudder from having run into a snag the night previous. 

We take this occasion to express to the captain, clerk, and in fact the en- 
tire officers and crew, our thanks for the uniform courtesy exhibited by them 
to us, as well as all on board on both our downward and upward passage. By 
an advertisement in another place it will be seen that the Emma Harmon is 
advertised as a regular semiweekly packet between this point and Kansas 
City. We trust she will be liberally sustained, and that the proprietors will 
never have occasion to regret their acquaintance with the Kansas river. 


Kansas AND LAWRENCE SEMIWEEKLY 


Packet Steamer Emma Harmon, J. W. Wing, Master, will leave 
Kansas City every Monday and Thursday; returning will leave Law- 
rence every Wednesday and Saturday—The public may depend upon 
this steamer being prompt and regular, also that she will continue in 
the trade for the season. Every effort will be made to give satisfac- 
tion. In consideration we solicit the patronage of shippers and pas- 
sengers. For freight or passage apply on board, or to 


June 2. 1855.—6m. Hurcuinson, Harrow & Co., Agt’s. 
—_———_. 
Tue Iowa InpiANs Put on THE DoG 
From the White Cloud Kansas Chief, March 25, 1858. 


Great Time Amono THE INDIANS—HeaPp Doc!—A grand Dog Feast came 
off among the Iowas, on last Sunday. Although the Indians do not fancy dog 
meat much, yet when they wish to have an extra occasion, they feast on a 
dog. The circumstances which brought about this “love feast” were about 
as follows: 

















Bypatus or Kansas History 401 


On the first of the present month, the Iowas made a law among them- 
selves, that if any member of the tribe drank whisky or got drunk before their 
crops were all in the ground, he should be whipped. [Mem. We would recom- 
mend this law to many of the whites. Perhaps provisions would be cheaper 
and times easier, in that event.] Now, Elisha Dorian, their interpreter, or 
’Lish, as he is commonly called, has about as good a head for whisky as any 
of his neighbors, and he thought to come a sly touch over his brethren. He 
and another red-skin took a private snifter together; but somehow their gauge 
had been set in the wrong notch, and they got too much “whisk” into them, 
and became glorious “big Injins.” The tribe decided that they must be 
whipped; but ’Lish thought to come old Buck over them, and bribe them off. 
He came to town, bought a big dog, a number of sacks of flour, some sugar, 
and lots of good things, and offered the tribe a grand feast. But they refused 
to partake of his feast, and, to escape the whipping, he crossed to the other 
side of the river. But alas! the Indians are becoming almost as corrupt as 
congressmen. Negotiations commenced, the Indians agreed to accept the feast, 
and ’Lish returned from his banishment. On Sunday the feast came off, and 
*Lish’s back remained sound. 

Tuesday seemed to be a grand holiday among the Iowas. The whole tribe— 
men, women, children, horses and dogs, were in town, and they carried home 
a very large quantity of flour. We have heard that they also obtained this 
through the bounty of ’Lish, but cannot say as to whether it was or not. But 
the occasion was an extra one, for most of the Indians (even including the 
women) had on clean clothes! A majority of the women had pappooses, 
which they carried at their backs, in their blankets, with their bare heads 
sticking out above, exposed to the hot rays of the sun. And we noticed that 
those women who had no pappooses, carried young pups at their backs, with 
their heads sticking out, in the same manner that they carry their children! 
They had quite a large number of these pups along; but what they meant by 
it, is beyond our comprehension—as old Leather-Stocking would say, “the 
Indian’s gifts are not our gifts.” One effect of their temperance arrangement 
was plainly observable—they attended to their business in short order, and 
then went home, without hanging for a whole day about the whisky shops. 

Wednesday was another flour day with the Indians, and they carried off 
“dead loads” of it. We have learned that they obtained it through the bounty 
of Mr. Roy, at the rate of four or five dollars per sack, when they get the 
money. We saw a wagon drawn by oxen, containing about half a load, and 
just behind the wagon was an old squaw, some fifty or sixty years of age, 
toddling along with a large sack of flour strapped to her back! We saw a 
number of squaws carrying sacks on their backs, while the braves rode home 


on horseback! 
a 


Bear HuntTING IN EASTERN KANSAS 


From the Emporia News. 


Mr. John J. Greenhalgh, of Madison Center, on the Verdigris river, about 
twenty miles south of this place, saw two young bears while on his way from 
that place to Emporia on Tuesday morning last with the mail. This is the 
first instance we have ever heard of bears anywhere in this region of country. 


26—1232 
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Mr. G. pursued the animals for some distance, but being entirely unarmed 
he was unable to capture either of them. Several times he came within five 
or six feet of the bears, when they would stop, turn on him, and throwing 
themselves upon their hind feet, evincing a desire to give him a “hug” which 
he would not soon forget. Mr. G. tried to give the people of Emporia a sur- 
prise by killing one of them and bringing it to town. He drove them half a 
mile or more in this direction, but they finally made their escape through the 
tall grass—July 13, 1861. 


We learn that Messrs. Fisher, Jonathan Wood and other citizens of Chase 
county killed a large black bear, a few days ago, on the Cottonwood, just this 
side of Cottonwood Falls. The bear was wandering through the country alone, 
and no one could tell where it came from. Some suppose it to have been an 
escaped pet from somewhere up the Cottonwood. It was first discovered 
near Mr. Fisher’s residence. He got his gun and snapped the last cap at him 
he had about the premises, without getting his gun to “go off.” Mr. Wood 
and other neighbors were informed, when “bruin” was soon brought down.— 
October 20, 1866. 





Finis For Aa Horst THIEF 
From The Big Blue Union, Marysville, August 1, 1863. 


“Lerr HereE—A young man who has been stopping here for some days, 
left this place Thursday night, in the dark. A saddle and bridle, belonging 
to a soldier, left at the same time. Singular coincidence.” 

This “coincidence,” as mentioned in last week’s Union, was the first in- 
timation the people had here that a horse thief was among them, and not 
until the Sunday following was it ascertained that a horse was stolen from 
this vicinity, at which time it was found that Judge Brumbaugh, of this place, 
was the sufferer. Knowing that the valley of the Big Blue had been the 
ground of past operations of the suspected thief, immediate preparation was 
made for pursuit, and hitching a span of horses to his buggy, the judge invited 
us to accompany him to Manhattan. The exigency demanded speed, and we 
(not editorially and singularly “we” alone, but the “we” constituting the 
judge and ourself) set sail on our Sunday mission immediately. 


Tue Bive VALLEY 


The first night was passed at John Wells’, on the Vermillion, where we 
found comfortable fare and accommodations, and early Monday morning 
found us on our way down the Big Blue valley, forty-five miles of which still 
lay between us and Manhattan. The day was delightful—The aroma from 
the red cedars and wild flowers was wafted to our senses by a gentle breeze. 
The defiles of “dumpling”-shaped hills, rearing themselves like sturdy senti- 
nels each side of the Blue, ribbed and crowned at their tops by splendid speci- 
mens of limestone, as neatly arranged and divided into blocks as if done by 
the stone-cutter’s hand; the ravines and abrupt cannons penetrating the bluffs, 
skirted by shrubbery and scattering forest trees; the tall cottonwood and ma- 
jestic oak watching the shining waters; the bottom lands waving with lux- 
uriant grass, improved and interspersed here and there by an opened farm— 
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the wheat field nicely shaven and the corn tassels waving in the wind;—the 
whole spread out before us like a panorama scene, enlarging as we descended 
the stream to its mouth. The few farms which we passed were promising a 
most abundant crop. The Indian lands or “floats” are a great hindrance to 
this one of the finest valleys in the West. Every acre is capable of cultiva- 
tion, and on a trip through one frequently finds himself revolving the idea of 
what a vast population the valley is capable of sustaining when it shall have 
been improved and the “hum of busy industry” is heard its entire length. 


Tue Tuer Nassep—Trist, Erc. 


At the house of Mr. Pierce, about twelve miles north of Manhattan, and 
where we obtained our dinner, we were informed of the arrest of a notorious 
horse thief and that his examination and trial was progressing at the latter 
place. We hurried on and found the person arraigned in a citizens’ court and 
before a jury of twelve, the thief sought for. His eye dropped as we entered 
the court room, and after being sworn and giving our testimony in the case 
the fellow hardly raised his head again—The case was a clear one and was 
soon decided by the jury bringing in a verdict of guilty on all of the charges. 
He was then remanded to jail to await further action, after which, at his re- 
quest, a committee was appointed to hear his confession, which consisted in 
not only acknowledging the theft in the present case but of all his operations 
extending through more than two years’ time and embracing various degrees 
of crime and theft. He also implicated other parties. After the confession 
the meeting was called together according to previous adjournment, a com- 
mittee appointed to fix the sentence and when and where it should be exe- 
cuted. The committee reported hanging, and after a short time allowed the 
culprit he was taken the same night across the bridge of the Blue into Potta- 
watomie county, a short distance east from town, and there publicly executed. 


Tue GALLows 


Consisted of a wagon drawn under a leaning willow tree from which was sus- 
pended the rope. The cord adjusted around the victim’s neck, he was asked 
if he had anything he wished to say. His reply was simply “No”; and a 
little further time being occupied in the preparation, he continued, “Go 
ahead; G-d’”—whether the last word was the commencement of an oath or 
the imploring for mercy we could not determine, tho we thought it an ex- 
pression of impatience to be out of his misery, from which he was evidently 
suffering intensely. But the final drop came at last and the soul of Monroe 
Scranton passed from time to eternity—The night was black with dark, 
heavy clouds, the elms and willows bowed beneath a strong wind and large 
drops of rain fell, as if Heaven was closing the scene by weeping over the 
crimes of man. 
THE ProceeDINGs 


Throughout were of the most orderly nature. The people were calm, but de- 
termined, and when Mr. Brumbaugh made a request that the thief might be 
brought back to this county to be dealt with by the people here, they replied 
that his past operations in Riley and Pottawatomie counties were sufficient 
to condemn him, and that they must make him an example before their com- 
munity. 
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The circumstances of the capture of the thief, the regaining of the stolen 
property and incidents connected therewith all seemed providentially ordered. 


Comine Home 


The horse recovered, the thief hung, and all accomplished within four days 
from the time of the perpetration of the crime, we started on our way home 
rejoicing—We returned by the way of the settlements on Mill, Fancy, Fawn 
creeks and the Little Blue, passing some fine country, but no incident worthy 
of note, with the exception of a sudden rise of the Blue, occurred to hinder 
or give variety to our trip. 


From the Wyandott Herald, October 15, 1874. 

A Milwaukee paper says: “What is wanted in Kansas is more telegraph 
poles, or stronger ones. The average pole holds only about four horse thieves 
comfortably.” 





More Notes ON THE Earty History oF THE SANTA FE RarILRoaD 


A. T. & S. F. R. R. Time Taare 


Superintendent’s Office, 
a. 7.826. &. &. 2. 
Topeka, June 23, 1869. 
The above railroad will be opened for business on Monday, June 
28th, 1869, between Topeka and Carbondale, at which point trains con- 
nect with stages for Burlingame and Emporia. Trains will run daily 
(except Sundays) as follows: Mixed train leaves Topeka at 6:15 
a. m., arriving at Carbondale 7:45 a.m. Passenger leaves Carbondale 
10:10 a. m. arrives at Topeka 11:30 a. m., and connects with east and 
west trains on Kansas Pacific. Returning leaves Topeka at 1:00 p. m. 
arriving at Carbondale 2:00 p. m. Mixed train leaves Carbondale 
4:00 p. m. arriving at Topeka 5:45 p. m. T. J. Perer, Supt. 


[Advertisement in the Kansas Daily Commonwealth, Topeka, June 25, 1869.] 


Westward Ho!—The first regular train left the A. T. & S. F. depot 6:15 
yesterday morning, with a half-dozen or more through passengers. 

All the southwest stage lines have discontinued running to this point, and 
are now connecting with the trains on the Santa Fé road at the end of the 
track. 

Passengers for Burlingame, Emporia, Neosho Valley, and other points 
southwest, should come to Topeka, take the Santa Fé railroad to the end of 
the line, and thence by stage, saving time, money and lumber-wagon rides.— 
Daily Kansas State Record, Topeka, June 29, 1869. 


The A. T. & S. F. railroad has been open for business since the Ist of July. 
Cars have been running to Carbondale, eighteen miles distant, since then. One 
engine, one passenger coach, one express and baggage car, and twelve flat cars 
comprise the rolling stock up to the present time. There are on the road 
hither, direct from the manufacturers, two engines, two passenger coaches, 
twelve flat cars and twenty coal cars. The earnings of the road during the 
month of July were as follows: 

From passengers, $939.20; from freight, $745.94. Total earnings, $1,685.14. 
The earnings for the month of August will be over three thousand dollars, and 
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the superintendent says they will continue to double for the next three months. 
There are seven employees on the road, as follows: conductor, Wm. Hagan; 
engineer, Geo. E. Beach; fireman, Britt Craft; brakemen, Wm. Bartling, 
Albert Dugan; stage agent, Geo. Draper; express messenger, J. Eager; news 
boy, William Beach. We publish these details, minor as they may appear, 
for future reference. They will look curious a few years hence!—Common- 
wealth, August 21, 1869. 


Two car loads of cattle were shipped for the East today from Burlingame, 
the first shipment of the kind over the A. T. & S. F. R. R. This is but the 
small beginning of what is to be a source of great income to the railroad when 
it shall have been completed—Commonwealth, October 1, 1869. 


At the opening of the year 1870 the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fé Rail- 
road Company had no buildings in Topeka except the depot, an engine house 
with two stalls, and a small blacksmith shop. The close of the year finds con- 
siderable change. The machine shop now about completed is built substan- 
tially of wood, and is sixty-two feet wide by one hundred feet long. The 
two story, or front building, is thirty by sixty-two feet. This building con- 
tains a blacksmith shop and a carpenter and machine shop proper. There 
are also a pattern maker’s shop, and the office of the master mechanic. The 
shop is provided with an engine of twenty-five horse power, and is fitted up 
with a fine drill press, built in Philadelphia, lathes, planers, and everything 
necessary for any work in wood or iron that may be called for—<State Record, 
January 4, 1871. 

The A. T. & 8. F. R. R. Co. have received two new engines lately, but yet 
have not enough to do business without borrowing of the K. P—North Topeka 
Times, October 12, 1871. 

The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fé railroad is assessed on seventy-one 
locomotives, thirty-six passenger cars, five sleeping cars, nine express and mail 
cars, four hundred and thirty-four box cars, four hundred and seventeen 
cattle cars, five hundred and seventy-five platform and coal cars, one hun- 
dred and fifty-eight hand cars, two wrecking cars, two pay cars, thirty ca- 
booses and nine baggage cars. Total valuation of its rolling stock, $715,700. 
—Osage County Chronicle, Burlingame, copied in The Kansas Methodist, 
Topeka, July, 1879. 


——.————— 


County BounpArY TROUBLES 


During the session of the 1877 legislature, Larned people tried 
to induce the legislature to slice off a segment of Pawnee Rock 
township from Barton county and add it to Pawnee county. Upon 
a final vote, however, the plan failed. The Great Bend Inland 
Tribune, of February 24, 1877, had the following to say regarding 
the proposed legislation: 

If our Pawnee county friends will occupy and improve the thousands of 


acres of land now lying vacant in their county, and not seek to grow rich 
and prosperous “all of a sudden, like,” by lopping off the rich and populous 
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portions of Barton, it would look better. It will have a very bad effect, gentle- 
men, on Pawnee county, when it is discovered that you need a portion of 
Barton to aid you in building your county buildings. If the worst comes to 
the worst, our relations with your county are such, that Barton will loan you 
a few county bonds for a court house, if you don’t get too naughty. 


The following petition, signed by about 100 persons (regardless of politi- 
cal bias), was sent to the legislature Tuesday night: 

To the Honorable the Legislature of the State of Kansas. 

Whereas, Pawnee county is desirous to obtain a portion of the territory 
now included within the county of Barton; and 

Whereas, when a man asks our coat we become immediately anxious to 
give him our cloak also; and, whereas, Pawnee county has no court house 
for the safe keeping of her records, and the court house of Barton county is 
of ample dimensions for both us and them, and 

Whereas, the county officers of this county are fully competent to trans- 
act the business of both counties, thereby curtailing expenditures. 

Therefore, the undersigned residents of Barton county, in the generosity 
of their noble hearts, respectfully petition your honorable body to pass an 
act attaching the whole of Barton county to that of Pawnee, and making 
Great Bend the county seat, and the officers of Barton the officers of said 
new Pawnee county. 





Towns on ROLLERS 
From the Wallace County Register, Wallace, October 9, 1886. 


They are preparing for a combination of towns in Sherman county. The 
parties chiefly interested are Itasca and Sherman Center. They would like 
to drag Voltaire into the net also, but as yet that has not been accomplished. 
The other two will probably tie up on a new site near the present site of 
Sherman Center and then there will be a grand roller skate parade across the 
prairie of the two towns. This town business is a fine thing for the fellow 
that wins, but it’s death to hold the losing card. 

There is also some skirmishing down in Greeley, and Tribune and Greeley 
Center are each trying to gobble the four or five little shanties that have 
been mustering under the proud title of “Hector.” It’s the name they are 
after we presume. 
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Kansas History as Published in the Press 


Forty years of banking in Glasco was reviewed by L. Noel in the 
Glasco Sun, May 13, 1937. 

Reminiscences of Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Blass, early residents of 
Fredonia, were reported by Belle C. Lyon in the Wilson County 
Citizen, Fredonia, July 5, 1938. 

One of the oldest advertising bulletins of the city of Parsons, a 
broadside printed in October, 1871, when the town was some six 
months old, was discussed in the Parsons Sun, August 12, 1938. 

The story of “Allen G. Campbell’s Rise to Wealth,” as told by 
John T. Bristow, was published in the Holton Recorder, December 
19 and 26, 1938. Mr. Campbell was noted as a pioneer mining op- 
erator, principal benefactor of the old Campbell University at Hol- 
ton, and Nemaha county’s first millionaire. 

Articles of historical interest to Kansans featured in recent issues 
of the Kansas City (Mo.) Star include: “Class of Three a Century 
Ago Started Training of Teachers [Kansas joined the movement in 
the Civil War period],” by G. H., July 3, 1939; “William Allen 
White Remembers Walt Mason [‘rhyming reporter’], ‘a Real Old- 
Timer,’” July 6; “A Bishop [Francis Clement Kelley] Who Grew 
Up With West Jots Down a Story of Progress,” by D. P., July 8; 
“Old Central City [Colo.], Revived by Art, Started Its Career 80 
Years Ago,” when the new territory of Kansas extended westward 
to the Rockies, July 9; “A Visiting Kansan [Jack Harris, pub- 
lisher of the Hutchinson News and Herald] Looks at London,” July 
16; “The Old Covered Bridge [near Springdale, in Leavenworth 
county, spanning Big Stranger creek] Still Stands,” by M. W., July 
23; “Old Baptist Missions in Kansas Mark the Trail of Settlement,” 
by Cecil Howes, July 26; “All Quiet on the Turkey Creek Front 
of Our Own Home Guards,” by H. V. B., July 28; “Rise of Ameri- 
can Newspaperwomen Hailed By a Veteran Journalist [Florence 
Finch Kelly, who started her newspaper career in Topeka in 1880],” 
by J. D. W., August 12; “Spickardsville, Mo., Crusaders Stormed 
Ahead of Carry Nation,” by William R. Denslow, August 16; “Lit- 
erary Talent Shown By Raider [Capt. William H. Gregg] Who 
Led Quantrill to Lawrence,” by E. R. 8., August 21. 

Included among Victor Murdock’s historical feature articles in 
the Wichita (Evening) Eagle were: “Performance of Prairies [in 
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yield of wheat] Over Fifty Year Period Shown in [C. Q.] Chandler 
Table,” July 4, 1939; “Memory of Buffalo Wallow Marking a 
Favorite Spot With Bison on the Prairies,” July 13; “Following 
[D. S.] Munger Family Who Had First Big Home in the City of : 
Wichita,” July 14; “Revolution Is Revealed When New Prairie 
State Is Contrasted With the Old,” July 19; “How the Growth of 
Wichita Has Transformed Farms Into Multiple Town-Lots,” July 
21; “Experience of Sidney Dellaplain, Five Years Old at the Time, 
When Old Man Ryan and His Hosts Engaged Dick Yeager and Ike 
Black in Battle.” August 1; “Sod-House Construction Given in 
Exact Detail By H. 8. Judy, a Pioneer,” August 3; “What Estell 
Gates Palmer, Whose Life Has Been Passed Along No. 54, Has 
Witnessed in Expansion in This Corner of the Country,” August 
12; “Wichitan’s [Henry York] Close View of Everything Offered 
on the Prairie Program,” August 17; “First Plane Name-Plate 
Turned Out in Wichita Preserved By W. R. Snook,” September 1; 
“One Quiet Night in June [1917] Which Will Always Linger in a 
Wichitan’s Memory,” September 5; “Why Wichita Has Edge in 
Making of Macaroni Over All Other Localities,” September 8; “Ex- 
perience of a Wichitan, George T. Bailey, South of the State Line 
Below Anthony When the Cherokee Outlet Was Opened Forty-Six 
Years Ago,” September 15; “Walking Sixty Odd Miles Across Kan- 
sas Prairies To Locate a Homestead,” September 23; “With Abi- 
lene’s Birthday Comes Memory of Three Men, McCoy, Myers and 
Hersey,” September 25; “Heroes of the High Plains Who Are Man- 
ning Outposts in Great Prairie Battle,” September 26. 


Historical articles of interest to Kansans printed recently in issues 
of the Kansas City (Mo.) Times include: “Kansas Constitution 
Was Formed at Wyandotte Eighty Years Ago,” by Cecil Howes, 
July 5, 1939; “Bishop Fenner [new Episcopal bishop of Kansas] 
Charts His Course With the Accuracy of an Engineer,” by Paul 
I. Wellman, July 21; “The Old Frankensteins of Kansas Journal- 
ism Make Their Last Stand,” by Cecil Howes, August 10; “New 
Trees on Kansas Prairie Carry on an 80-Year Struggle,” by Cecil 
Howes, August 15; “Country Realizes Immense Profit From [Dr. 
David Fairchild, dean of America’s plant explorers, who spent his 
boyhood days in Kansas] Plant Explorer’s Adventure,” by Dwight 
Pennington, August 17; “William Allen White Expresses His Con- 
fidence in the New West,” September 14. 
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An “Honored American Mother,” Mrs. Louisa Schwindt of Hol- 
ton, died July 13, 1939, at the age of ninety-five years. Capper’s 
Weekly, Topeka, of July 22, featured her picture with the infor- 
mation that in the past two years she had received third honors, 
based on the number of direct living descendants, in Sen. Arthur 
Capper’s “All American Grandma” contest. Mrs. Schwindt was 
the wife of a union soldier who came to Kansas following the Civil 
War. At the time of her death she had 209 living, direct descend- 
ants—nine children, 65 grandchildren and 135 great-grandchildren. 
“This was the same number which last year gave Mrs. Terence 
McCabe, Cresco, Iowa, first award as ‘Honored Mother of Amer- 
ica,’” Capper’s Weekly reported. 

Commemorating its sixty-seven years of service to Wichita and 
the Southwest, the Wichita Sunday Eagle issued a ninety-six page 
anniversary edition on July 30, 1939. Included among the articles 
of historical interest were a reprint of a description of the city of 
Wichita, written in April, 1876, by Col. M. M. Murdock; an article 
entitled “The Wichita Eagle, Its Course in Developing This Region 
Over a Period of Sixty-seven Years,” and stories picturing Wichita 
as the chief wheat and stock market, and the business, industrial 
and athletic center of southwest Kansas. Other articles were de- 
voted to aviation, the cultivation of wheat, and sorghum grains, the 
development of the industrial resources of the community, the city’s 
transportation system, and its civic and cultural interests. 


The Manhattan Morning Chronicle and Mercury issued a special 
“Town and College 1939 Progress Edition,” July 30 and 31, 1939, 
respectively. In it were featured the attractions, advantages and 
progress of the town, and Kansas State College. 


An account of the prehistoric Indian burial pit near Salina, which 
is being excavated by Mr. and Mrs. Guy L. Whiteford and son, Jay 
Dee, was published in Winners of the West, St. Joseph, Mo., in the 
August, 1939, issue. The excavation, which has been in progress 
for three years, was described by Mr. Whiteford at the annual 
meeting of the Kansas State Historical Society on October 18, 1938. 


Phases of the early history of the Kansas Indians, especially per- 
taining to their occupancy of the Missouri river region and their 
meeting with the military expedition commanded by Maj. Stephen 
H. Long, which was sent in 1819 for the protection of fur traders, 
was related by George J. Remsburg, in the Leavenworth Times, 
August 3, 1939. Biographical information on Wom-pa-wa-ra, 
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known as White Plume, a Kaw chieftain, who was the great-grand- 
father of the late Charles Curtis, was included in the article. 


Historical data concerning the village of Dispatch, in Jewell 
county, were compiled by Mrs. Joe Beeler from the reminiscences 
of Peter DeBey, a pioneer settler of the community, and printed 
in the Downs News, August 3, 1939. 

The Herington Times-Sun issued a special twenty-eight page 
“Golden Anniversary Edition,” August 3, 1939. An article entitled 
“The Times-Sun Mirrors the Community for Fifty Years,” was 
featured on the front page. Other articles of historical importance 
were: “St. John’s Lutheran Church First to Bring Gospel Here,” 
“*Tt Pays to Advertise’ Said Herington Merchants in 1889,” “First 
Community Post Office Established at Aroma in ’69,” “Enthusiasm 
of M. D. Herington Brought Rock Island Here,” “First Newspaper 
in County Appeared At Detroit in 1870,” “Bert Harris Recalls 
Quarter Century on Herington Times,” “Herington a Way Station 
on Map in 1887, Population 300,” “Herington’s Business Men” by 
A. M. Crary, “Seventy Years of Journalism in the Tri-County Com- 
munity,” “Kansas in ’54,” “Mrs. Minnie Koepke Recalls the Kan- 
sas of the Sixties,” “Skiddy, the Only Town By That Name in 
United States,” “Perspective Drawing Gives ‘Bird’s Eye View’ of 
the City of Herington As It Appeared Fifty Years Ago,” “Twenty- 
One Herington Firms in Business Over 40 Years,” “Juan De Padilla 
Mysteriously Murdered Near Here in 1542,” “First Kansas Press 
Brought to State 105 Years Ago By Baptist Missionary,” “Notes 
of 1889,” “Railroads and Prosperity Came to Herington Together,” 
“Kansas Oil Could Supply the Demand of the Entire Nation,” 
“First Hello Girl,” and “A Change in Newspaper Style Since Vol. 
1, No. 1 of the Times.” 

Recollections of an Osborne county pioneer, John Kaser, were 
printed in the Osborne County Farmer, Osborne, August 3, and re- 
printed in the Clyde Republican, August 10, 1939. 

The Concordia Blade-Empire on August 15, 1939, sketched briefly 
the founding of the Elm creek colony in 1860, the first permanent 
settlement in Cloud county. 

“Hats Off to the Builders of Lincoln County” is the title of a 
series of historical articles by Thelma J. McMullen in the Lincoln 
Sentinel-Republican. The stories, consisting chiefly of biograph- 
ical material relating to early settlers in Lincoln county, have ap- 
peared each week since August 31, 1939. 
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The Dickinson County Community High School at Chapman has 
had fifty-one years of progress, reported the Chapman Advertiser 
in a special souvenir edition August 31, 1939. 


A description of the annual Quad-County Old Settlers’ Reunion, 
held at Mulvane on August 31, appeared in the Mulvane News, 
September 7, 1939. Photographs of the pageant and parade were 
republished from the Wichita Beacon of August 31, and the Wichita 
(Morning) Eagle of September 1. 


Biographical sketches of pioneer Johnson county residents were 
included in a twenty-page souvenir edition issued by the Olathe 
Mirror, August 31, 1939, in connection with the forty-second annual 
reunion of the Johnson County Old Settlers Association on Septem- 
ber 2. 


The Oregon Historical Quarterly, Salem, Ore., for September, 
1939, published portions of the diary of William T. Newby as edited 
by Harry N. M. Winton. Newby emigrated to Oregon from Dade- 
ville, Dade county, Mo., in 1843, passing through northeastern Kan- 
sas en route. His journal records that he and his party were five 
days in reaching the “Caw” river from Westport (Kansas City), 
and that six days were required to carry the party across the river 
because it was necessary first to build a boat. Probably the cross- 
ing was made in the vicinity of Papan’s ferry, on the site of present 
Topeka; possibly rates of ferriage were more than the cost of pro- 
visioning the party for a week. “The Caw Indians,” Newby re- 
ported incidentally, “is tollerably theaveish.” 

The nineteenth anniversary of the Wichita Booster was the occa- 
sion for a special sixteen-page anniversary edition issued September 
1, 1939. An article of historical interest in this edition was entitled 
“Recollections of the Pioneer Days of West Wichita,” by G. R. 
Dominic, an early settler. The article was continued in the issues 
of September 8, 15, and 22. 

A special two-section, eighteen-page edition of the Howard Cit- 
izen on September 13, 1939, announced plans for the annual fall 
festival and Elk county old settlers’ reunion September 28 to 30. 
The second section was largely devoted to an article, “Pioneer Days 

in Elk County,” by F. C. Flory. Mrs. W. P. Heisler also 
contributed a story entitled “Howard’s First Sunday School.” 

The Hebron Mennonite church east of Buhler, Reno county, cele- 
brated its sixtieth anniversary on September 10, 1939, according to 
the Mennonite Weekly Review, Newton, September 13. 
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The Burden Times on September 14, 1939, announced prepara- 
tions for the opening of the forty-sixth annual Eastern Cowley 
County Fair and the sixtieth anniversary celebration of the found- 
ing of Burden, on September 20, 21 and 22. Photographs of early 
buildings in the town were reproduced, and an article, “Early His- 
tory of Burden, Kansas,” compiled by Edith D. Collins of Wichita, 
reviewed the history of the community and listed names of pioneers. 
Settlers who lived in the county in 1889 or earlier were especially 
honored. Featuring the program on September 20 and 21, accord- 
ing to the Times of September 28, was a historical pageant con- 
sisting of nine episodes in which the history of Burden during sixty 
years was depicted. 


W. G. Goenner, a pioneer resident of Rochester township, King- 
man county, began a series of articles on the history of Zenda in 
the Kingman Leader-Courier, September 15, 1939. 


An article, “Cherokee Run Lives in Memories of Pioneers,” by 
Col. Herman Edwin Mootz, appeared in the Wichita Sunday Eagle, 
September 17, 1939. 


Reminiscences of a pioneer resident of Newton, A. L. Egy, were 
printed in the Newton Journal, September 21, 1939. 


Announcement of plans for observing the seventy-fifth anniver- 
sary of the Swede Creek Community Church, located in Riley 
county, was made in the Manhattan Mercury, September 21, 1939. 
Programs were scheduled for September 28, 29 and October 1. The 
church was organized in 1864 by the Rev. S. W. McKeeson, and its 
first building was constructed in 1876. A similar announcement 
appeared in the Topeka Daily Capital, September 25. The Water- 
ville Telegraph, of September 28, published a short history of the 
church, with a list of the ministers since 1864, and reported that a 
souvenir booklet had been printed. 

Names of the eighty-eight persons who migrated from Franklin 
county, Pennsylvania, to the Rinehart neighborhood south of Chap- 
man, Dickinson county, between 1873 and 1880, were listed by W. 
H. Hollinger and Emery Diehl in the Abilene Daily Chronicle, 
September 22, 1939. Mr. Hollinger is the oldest of the thirty-two 
surviving members of this colonizing group. 

The Pittsburg Headlight on September 25, and the Pittsburg Sun 
on September 26, 1939, published their eleventh annual “coal issue,” 
in which the coal industry of Pittsburg and southeastern Kansas 
was discussed. 
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On September 26, 1939, Dickinson county’s first annual Pioneer 
Day was held in Abilene, celebrating the seventieth anniversary of 
the city’s incorporation. A pioneer society was organized and the 
following officers were elected: Ed. Armold, Chapman, president; 
Dave Naill, Herington, vice-president; Bert Ramsey, Solomon, sec- 
retary. Fred H. Staatz of Woodbine, introduced as the oldest man 
born in the county, was chosen honorary president. Historical arti- 
cles and reports of Pioneer Day events appeared in the Abilene 
Daily Chronicle and Daily Reflector in issues contemporaneous with 
the celebration. 

A special edition of the Canton Pilot was issued under date of 
September 28, 1939, for the first annual Canton frolic, held Septem- 
ber 26 and 27. 


“Propaganda and the Kansas-Missouri War,” an address deliv- 
ered by Lloyd Lewis, of Chicago, at the annual meeting of the State 
Historical Society of Missouri at Columbia on April 25, 1939, was 
published in The Missouri Historical Review, in its October issue. 
Missouri lacked press agents, reported Mr. Lewis. “To match the 
tremendous energies and inventive zeal of this [the Kansas Anti- 
slavery] corps of propagandists, the Missourians on the border had 
but one active correspondent, Henry Clay Pate, a lazy, windy, ad- 
venturous arrival from Virginia, editor of Westport’s Star of Empire 
and representative of the Missouri Republican. Pate could write 
well, but he possessed something that will ruin any propagandist— 
a sense of humor. Once he led Missourians over the line to fight 
Old John Brown who was in insurrection against Kansas law. There 
was a battle, and the Antislavery correspondents wrote reams about 
the atrocious Border Ruffians invading the humble fields of an hon- 
est settler. Pate wrote for the outside world a short, matter-of-fact 
description of the fight and ended with the cryptic finale, ‘I went 
to take Old Brown and Old Brown took me.’ ” 

Mrs. Ida White, a resident of Arkansas City since 1880, described 
the city in the 1880’s in an article printed in the Arkansas City 
Daily Traveler, October 4, 1939. 

Celebrating the completion of fifty years of continuous publica- 
tion, the Colby Free Press-Tribune on October 4, 1939, issued an 
illustrated twenty-eight page anniversary edition. The history of the 
paper from its founding in 1889 by Joseph A. Borden and Sam W. 
Edwards was told in a feature article. Other material of historical 
interest in the first section included biographical sketches of early 
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settlers and prominent citizens of the community, and sidelights on 
events in Colby during 1885-1886 as taken from the Thomas County 
Cat, an early newspaper. Articles in the second section narrated 
the histories of Colby’s churches, the county fair, and the schools 
of the town and county. Names of pioneer settlers in the county, 
compiled in 1907, were also printed. In the third section stories of 
the Thomas county farm bureau and the Colby experiment station, 
and an article on the Foster farms, widely known as breeders of 
Hereford cattle, were of special interest. 


The story of pioneer days near Turon as experienced by John 
Fulks, the oldest living person in the community, was related in 
the Turon Press, October 5, 1939. In the same issue were published 
the recollections of “Judge” J. M. Pound, of Turon, who came to 
Kansas in 1875. 


The Rooks County Pioneer Settlers’ Association met October 6, 
1939, at Stockton. W. W. Marshall was elected president, F. N. 
Schruben, vice-president, and Mrs. John Cole was reélected secre- 
tary and treasurer. The Rooks County Record, Stockton, reporting 
the meeting in its issue of October 12, printed a list of those present 
who had lived in the county for fifty years or longer. 

Early residents of Mount Hope, Sedgwick county, met October 
7, 1939, for the seventh annual reunion and homecoming celebration, 
according to the Mount Hope Clarion of October 12. The Clarion 
published a list of the pioneers who attended, with the dates of their 
first arrival in the community. 


From a scrapbook of newspaper clippings and pictures prepared 
by Mrs. D. A. Crist, The Gove County Advocate of Quinter, October 
19, 1939, featured extracts dealing with the history of the commu- 
nity from its beginnings in 1885. 

On October 19, 1939, the Sedgwick Pantagraph issued a special 
“pink” edition in connection with the Sedgwick homecoming festi- 
val which was held on the following two days. Historical articles 
and reminiscences of early days were written for the Pantagraph 
by C. L. Foster, Mack Cretcher, Mrs. Lucy Doty, C. L. Pollard, 
W. E. Kiser, Mrs. J. P. Fry, W. 8. Utz, Mrs. T. J. Cooper, C. A. 
Seaman and Mrs. Emmeline Wiley, all early settlers. Histories of 
local churches, clubs and other community organizations were also 
included. 
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Kansas Historical Notes 


Kansas, A Guide to the Sunflower State (New York, The Viking 
Press), an illustrated volume of 538 pages compiled and written by 
the Kansas division of the Federal Writers’ Project, was published 
in September, 1939, as one of the units in the American Guide 
Series. The book is a description and survey of the state. Follow- 
ing an introduction by William Allen White is a chapter on the to- 
pography, climate and geology of the state, and its natural resources 
and their conservation. A discussion of archeological research and 
a chapter on the Indians of Kansas precede the formal narrative 
of the state’s history since 1541, when Coronado sought Quivera. 
Agriculture, transportation, and industry, commerce and labor are 
reviewed from their earliest introduction into the state, and Kansas 
folk-lore, education and religion are also treated in separate chap- 
ters. Recreational and cultural activities are summarized in chap- 
ters on sports and recreation, journalism and journalists, literature, 
art, music and the theater, and architecture, with which the Guide’s 
first general section, entitled “The State and Its People,” is con- 
cluded. The second section, “Cities and Towns,” is composed of 
historical sketches of eighteen of the larger Kansas cities and their 
points of interest. “Highways and Byways,” the third section, con- 
sists of directions for seventeen tours through the state, with de- 
scriptions of significant or unusual points encountered. Special 
features of the Guide include a section of “General Information,” 
which lists railroads operating in Kansas, highways, air lines, a 
digest of the motor vehicle laws, and other information likely to be 
of interest to tourists as well as residents of the state; a “Calendar 
of Events” occurring annually in the cities of Kansas; a chron- 
ology of Kansas from 1540 to 1938; and a topical bibliography 
arranged to correspond with the successive chapters. In addition 
an eight-page index supplements the volume. Harold C. Evans 
was chief editor of the Guide. 

The annual meeting of the Chase County Historical Society was 
held at Cottonwood Falls, September 23, 1939. Claude W. Hawkins 
of Clements, who had previously served as president of the society, 
was reélected. Other officers chosen were George M. Miller, Cot- 
tonwood Falls, vice-president; Mrs. W. W. Austin, Cottonwood 
Falls, secretary; George T. Dawson, Elmdale, treasurer, and Mrs. 
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Clara Hildebrand, Cottonwood Falls, chief historian. Changes in 
the constitution and bylaws were authorized. Mrs. Hildebrand, 
who for several years has been working on a county history, reported 
that much of the material for volume one was ready for the printer. 


Alfred E. Gledhill was elected president and Bert Headley was 
reélected secretary of the Smith county old settlers’ organization 
at the annual meeting held at Smith Center on September 27, 1939. 
A. C. Coolidge was the retiring president. Thale P. Skovgard, state 
senator, was principal speaker. 


Officers of the Riley County Historical Society were elected at 
a meeting held in the city park at Manhattan on October 2, 1939. 
Mrs. Medora Flick was chosen president; Mrs. Bessie Murdock, 
vice-president; Mrs. Gertrude Failyer, secretary; Mrs. Caroline 
Smith, treasurer; George Failyer, custodian of the log cabin in the 
park, and Mrs. Smith, assistant custodian. 


The Twentieth Kansas Regiment Association, veterans of the 
Spanish-American war, held its thirty-ninth annual reunion at To- 
peka October 8 and 9, 1939. The following officers were elected: 
Lewis E. Coffield, Yates Center, president; Homer Limbird, Olathe, 
vice-president; Harry W. Brent, Topeka, secretary-treasurer, and 
Jerry Springstead, Topeka, historian. Officers chosen by the ladies’ 
auxiliary were: Mrs. Homer Limbird, Olathe, president; Mrs. Min- 
nie Dicker, Lawrence, vice-president; Mrs. Bessie Hopkins, La- 
Cygne, secretary; Mrs. Julia Gibson, Topeka, treasurer; Mrs. Hattie 
Taylor, Baldwin, chaplain, and Mrs. Edwin Barrett, Topeka, re- 
porter. 


At a joint meeting of the Horton Kiwanis Clud and the Horton- 
Kennekuk Historical Society held in Horton on October 9, 1939, the 
following Kansans were awarded life memberships by the Oregon 
Trail Memorial Association: W. P. Lambertson, Fairview; Kirke 
Mechem, Topeka; George A. Root, Topeka; W. J. Dieker, Hanover; 
Mrs. James Montgomery, Marysville; Dr. Samuel Murdock, Sa- 
betha; Mrs. M. Y. Griffin, Merriam; Mrs. A. V. Fuller, Merriam; 
Robert C. Rankin, Lawrence; Mrs. Lena M. Owen, Lawrence; 
Charles 8. Travelute, Marysville; Dora Adriance, Seneca; Forrest 
J. Henney, Horton; William E. Smith, Wamego; Charles T. Guise, 
Oketo, and Russel C. Triplett, Troy. 

More than two thousand persons attended the pageant celebrating 
the centennial of the establishment of Shawnee Methodist Mission 
on its present site, which was presented at the Shawnee Mission 
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High-school stadium, Merriam, on October 14, 1939. The pageant 
was written and directed by Mrs. Lida Weed Myers of Topeka, and 
was presented by the Kansas State Historical Society in codperation 
with the Shawnee Mission Indian Historical Society, the Colonial 
Dames, the Daughters of the American Revolution, the Daughters 
of 1812, and the Daughters of the American Colonists. 


A bronze tablet commemorating the Santa Fé trail, the Oregon 
trail, the military road to Fort Scott, and the expeditions of Fré- 
mont and Doniphan, all of which “between the dates 1827-1890 
crossed or used Fort Leavenworth,” was presented on October 14, 
1939, to the commandant of the post for the United States govern- 
ment by the Kansas National Old Trails committee of the Capt. 
Jesse Leavenworth chapter of the Daughters of the American Rev- 
olution. As part of the program Mrs. Effie H. Van Tuyl, chairman 
of the committee, sketched the history of the fort and the trails. 


The annual meeting of the Shawnee Mission Indian Historical 
Society was held on October 23, 1939. The following officers were 
elected to serve during 1939-1940: Mrs. Jack Weems Quarrier, pres- 
ident; Mrs. Ross Smith, vice-president; Mrs. O. Wendell Shepard, 
recording secretary; Mrs. Walter B. Gresham, corresponding sec- 
retary; Mrs. C. F. Terry, treasurer; Mrs. X. O. Meyer, historian; 
Mrs. John W. Sanders, curator of the society’s museum at the Shaw- 
nee Methodist Mission; Frank C. Wornall, supervisor, and Mrs. 
Ross Smith, parliamentarian. Mrs. M. Y. Griffin was the retiring 
president. 





Addendum to Volume VIII 


Page 140, paragraph two: 

The Iowa Indians were still living on their lands in northwestern 
Missouri in 1835, when missionary work among them was begun by 
the Presbyterian church. In the summer of 1837 the tribe was re- 
moved to a new tract in the northeastern part of present Kansas and 


the mission was then established near present Highland, Doniphan 
county, by Samuel M. Irvin, who had been sent to the tribe by the 
Presbyterian Board of Missions in the spring of that year, and had 
removed with them to the new location. 
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